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Road Captain Wally Gingerich advises riders 

on the route at a pre-ride meeting before 

heading out. Following the Covid-19 shut 

down, club members were anxious to get out 

and ride. The day trip to Sandusky drew over 

30 riders, perhaps a new record for club 

rides. 
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Here comes the Sun, thank you Beatles for that song, and I will say I am so happy to say it is 

almost Summer.  Boy has this year been a strange one.  We went from a fun riding season, 

then into winter, the spring lock down.  The past three months or so, has given everyone 

time to spend more time with their families, and their own thoughts.  I will admit, I was 

getting out almost everyday if not every other day, to go to the store for food, or for items 

needed to work on those long put off “honey do list” jobs.  But it is now almost Summer. 

 

Even though we really did not have a spring riding season due to COVID, I do hope each and 

everyone was able to get their bikes prepped for the riding season.  As most of you know, 

the Wednesday “Romeo” rides have started, and so have the Westside and Eastside week-

end rides, thank you Wally! 

 

I do want to invite anyone who would be willing to take on the electronic publishing of the 

quarterly newsletter, to please step up, because if no one is willing to fill the shoes of Pat 

Corrigan, the newsletter will be put to rest, and we will be relying on our electronic social 

media only.  So, if this is truly the last newsletter, all I would like to say, is thank you to Pat for 

all his hard work and dedication to the newsletter for our riding chapter.  I would also like to 

thank all the previous newsletter editors for their work as well.  If you have time, the older 

newsletters have been uploaded to our website for your reading enjoyment. 

 

So, to all of you, I will see you on the road, 

Dennis Owens 

Dennis Owens 
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The BMW MOC is Chartered Club #196  

with both the BMW MOA and the BMW RA  

national organizations. The BMW MOC is a Not-For

-Profit Corporation of the Great State of Ohio  

consisting of about 175 riding enthusiasts mostly 

in the Northeast Ohio Area.  

The Club is an active group with a common 

interest in BMW Motorcycles and the people who 

ride them. 

The CCN is published quarterly, at the 

beginning of each season.  We welcome 

and encourage member submissions.    

Deadlines for submissions are: 

Spring CCN                          March 15 

Summer CCN                      June 15 

Fall CCN                                September 15 

Winter CCN                         December 15    

  

 For those of us who prefer a book to a tablet or a folding paper map to a GPS screen, this, our apparent final  
edition of the CCN, marks a turning point. That is not to say one that is better or worse, but rather different. It represents 
that one final step that commits us along the path upon which we have already been headed. 

 Ours is not the first, not will it be the last to succumb to such a fate. The dynamics of digital dominance has tak-
en hold in the realm of information technology such that it would now appear that those once glorious days of a young 
child finding a treasure trove of old magazines or newsletters in a grandparents attic that would spark their imagination 
of embarking on a life of adventure on two wheels is long past. They will have to wade through the cluttered chaos of 
the internet in the hope of making such a discovery. 

 It was three years ago that I reluctantly raised my hand to offer to serve as interim editor of this rag, thus grant-
ing Dominic and Kristen a sense of relief that I unfortunately will not be able to experience. As it is now time for me to 
submit this, my last hurrah, there are no hands raised to carry on this proud tradition.  

 While we watch the effect of the coronavirus pandemic on society, coupled with the frenzy of the current socio-
political landscape, we come to realize that the speed with which events occur and change is one with which the publica-
tion of a quarterly newsletter cannot keep pace, let alone stay current. Instead of the CCN (the Cleveland Club News), 
we now have the club website (complete with forum and google calendar), the club Shutterfly picture page and the club 
Facebook page. Coupled with mass email capability, and smart phones, we find we can obtain up to the minute news and 
information just a text message, e-mail or web search away. 

 So rather than bemoan the loss of this once useful tool of the club, I would like to thank and acknowledge those  
editors and contributors (both writers and photographers) who for so many years spent countless hours huddled over a 
typewriter (or more recently a keyboard) working to keep our members both informed and entertained, all the while re-
cording the history of our proud organization. With sincere apologies to anyone who may inadvertently be omitted, our 
thanks go to those fellow club members Bob Woods, Craig Webb, Don Poremski, Paul Mitchell, Robin Bova, Dominic 
and Kristin Cioffi, George Lopez and Ed Desimone. 
 

Pat Corrigan 

Pat Corrigan 
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Visit the Club Calendar at www.bmwmoc.org for an updated list of events 

Wednesday Morning Breakfast and Ride 

Every Wednesday, rain or shine, riders meet for breakfast at Bob Evans located at:  

266 Highland Road E, (Rt. 8 & I-271), Macedonia, OH 44056 

Club members arrive before 9 to dine or by 10 when we are ready to ride. 

If it’s lousy weather, we just go home, or maybe not. We decide at 10.

Saturday Morning East Side / West Side Breakfast and Rides 

1st Saturday of the month from Bob Evans located at:  

3198 Center Rd, Brunswick, OH 44212  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3rd Saturday of the month from Bob Evans located at: 

266 Highland Road E, (Rt. 8 & I-271), Macedonia, OH 44056 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Club members usually arrive before 9 to dine or by 10 when we are ready to ride.

 Please note:  Whereas both national and local rally events are being 

cancelled, postponed or rescheduled for next year, there is no reason to 

post a printed calendar which will most assuredly be out of date in no 

time. Please refer to the club’s on-line google calendar, or better yet, to 

the web page of the event itself, for the most up to date info. 

 The club website along with mass emails will be your best and most 

accurate source of information for club events as well. 

http://www.bmwmoc.org
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In Memoriam 

Howard "Turp" Jay Cobb, III 
February 07, 1943 - May 19, 2020 

 

Howard "Turp" Jay Cobb III, 77 years of age, and a resident of South Amherst, passed away 
on Tuesday, May 19, 2020, at his home due to natural causes. 

He was born February 7, 1943, in Macon, Georgia. Howard lived most of his life in South Am-
herst. He graduated from Marion L. Steele High School with the class of 1961. Howard was 
part of the first graduating class to complete all four years at the new high school, and for the 
past several years, he was part of his high school reunion committee. 

Howard was employed as an aerospace mechanic at NASA, beginning in the early 60’s when 
NASA’s main mission was to land on the moon. His work involved solving problems with rock-
et engine mechanics. He retired from NASA in the mid-90’s. He also owned and operated 
Cobb H-D Repair in Lorain for thirty-three years, where he was able to continue his passion 
for mechanical problem solving. Howard was a Harley Davidson and BMW enthusiast who 
loved building, repairing, and riding motorcycles. He was a former president of Amherst 
Meadowlarks, a member of the BMW Motorcycle Club, and a previous member of Amherst 
Sportsman Club. 

When he wasn’t working, Howard enjoyed spending time with his life-long friends. During 
high school, Howard played football and continued to meet up with some of his old team-
mates until his passing. Howard was an avid Civil War buff. His friends describe him as knowl-
edgeable on a wide variety of topics, but history and politics were among his favorites. How-
ard was very proud of his granddaughter being a professor, and he loved to watch his grand-
sons ride motorcycles. As a father, he could always be relied upon to give sound advice even 
during the most difficult of situations. 

Survivors include his children Kelly Jo Cassidy of Lorain and Howard "Jay" Cobb IV of South 
Amherst; his grandchildren Melanie Henderson (Derek) of Dublin, Charles Cobb and Deegan 
Cobb of Amherst; his siblings Michael Cobb (Kim) of Amherst, Candy King (Kelly) of South 
Amherst and Kathleen Vandersommen of Norwalk, Ohio. He was preceded in death by his 
siblings Charles A. Cobb, John R. Cobb, Mary Helen Cobb, and his parents Howard, Jr. and 
Helene Cobb (nee: Katona). 

Private family services will be held with public memorial services to be announced following 
COVID19 restriction. 

Please visit the funeral home's website to share a memory and sign the guest register: 
www.hempelfuneralhome.com 



“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter                                                                                                            Page 6 

 

Howard "Turp" Jay Cobb, III 
February 07, 1943 - May 19, 2020 
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In Memoriam 

Gary Thompson 

It saddens me to share the news of the passing of Gary Thompson. I believe Gary has been a 
member of the club for almost as long as I have been, if not longer. Though Gary was not very 
regular in his meeting attendance or club participation, he was a real regular guy, always there 
with his hand out, willing to talk, share and listen. Perhaps we were drawn to each other as 
we both road Harley’s in addition to our beemers. I was surprised to learn that Gary lived two 
doors away from me when Beth and I moved to Avon Lake a few years ago. I got to know 
Gary a bit better after that and learned that he and I attended the same high school as well 
(Cleveland Heights).  

Over the course of the last couple years, Gary waged an ongoing battle with cancer. Yet, he 
was always up beat whenever we spoke, . He just took things in stride and went about living 
his life, enjoying his time with his lady friend and family members. The only thing that seemed 
to get him down was that his illness kept him from riding as much as he would have liked to, 
even to the point that just recently, he posted his 2009 RT for sale on the club web page.  

Our condolences are extended to his family and friends. Gary was open and friendly to who-
ever crossed his path, without pretense or judgement. He treated others as he would be 
treated and he is already sorely missed.  

Pat Corrigan 

June 2020 
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Parting Shots 

Special thanks to Roger Pivonka for scanning and posting all editions of the CNN from 1994 to 2020. 

To take a ride back in time, check out the newsletters posted on the club website. 

Best wishes for a speedy recovery to Dottie Buckon 

following her unplanned dismount while on the club 

ride to Sandusky. We’ve heard the best medicine is to 

get back in the saddle ASAP. We’re rooting for you 

Dottie! 
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Last Laugh! 

 
THE GLOBAL RECESSION 

 
 

The recession has hit everybody really hard. 
 

My neighbor got a pre-declined credit card in the mail. 
 

CEO's are now playing miniature golf. 
 

Exxon-Mobil laid off 25 Congressmen. 
 

A stripper was killed when her audience showered her with rolls of pennies while she danced. 
 

I saw a Mormon with only one wife. 
 

If a bank returns your check for "Insufficient Funds," you call and ask if they meant you or them. 
 

McDonald's is selling the 1/4 ouncer. 
 

Angelina Jolie adopted a child from America. 
 

Parents in Beverly Hills fired their nannies and learned their children's names. 
 

My cousin had an exorcism but couldn't afford to pay for it, and they re-possessed her! 
 

A truckload of Americans was caught sneaking into Mexico. 
 

A picture is now only worth 200 words. 
 

When Bill and Hillary travel together, they now have to share a room. 
 

The Treasure Island casino in Las Vegas is now managed by Somali pirates. 
 

And, finally… 
 

I was so depressed last night thinking about the economy, wars, jobs, my savings, Social Security, 
retirement funds, etc., I called the Suicide Hotline. I got a call center in Pakistan. When I told them I 

was suicidal, they got all excited and asked if I could drive a truck. 


