“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter

Page

Inside this Issue:
From the Editors

2

President’s Message

3

Calendar of Events

4

Now That My Knees and Ears 6
are Hairy
Bylaws Change Ballot

7

Riders Wanted

8

Completing the 48 on the
Ruby Clipper

10

BMWMOA Rally Trip, Part 1

17

Traveling 2015

24

BMW Motorcycle Owners of Cleveland, Inc. (BMWMOC)
www.bmwmoc.org

President – Leo Buckon

Vice President -- Paul Koontz

buckon@sbcglobal.net

pkoontz@neo.rr.com

A commercial advertising rate schedule is available upon request. Communications for CCN
should be addressed to: Cleveland Club News, c/o Dominic Cioffi, 4174 Elmore Rd., Fairview
Park, OH 44126. Please submit articles and photos electronically to:
riderandpillion@gmail.com.
The Cleveland Club News (CCN) is published solely for the entertainment and education of
the readers. The BMW Motorcycle Owners of Cleveland, Inc. (BMWMOC) and the publisher
assume no liability for the content or accuracy of the information contained in this
newsletter, nor do we necessarily endorse or agree with the statements, advertisements or
opinions presented therein. The CCN is published quarterly by BMWMOC and an electronic
version is included with the annual membership dues. BMW MOC is a not-for-profit
corporation of the Great State of Ohio. All rights reserved. ©CCN, 2011

“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter

Page 2

Dominic and Kristin Cioffi

Although Christmas is less than a week away, it doesn’t seem like the holiday season without
snow! The nice weather has made it too easy to procrastinate when it comes to holiday shopping. But, it sure has been nice to continuing riding in December. We were even able to get another tank of ethanol-free gas in the GSA. We’ve seen several of you posting pictures online
from the rides you have been taking the past couple of weeks. It’s hard to believe we are in
northeast Ohio.
Pretty soon it will be time to start thinking of travel plans for next year. The BMWMOA rally is
only a short ride away in New York next summer. It’s almost close enough to commute daily
for some of the east siders. It would make a good kick off point for a longer New England or
eastern Canada adventure. As for us, this may be the first time we haven’t started planning our
summer vacation by now. Checking out everyone’s adventures this past year as give us lots to
add to the bucket list.
A big thank you goes out to every one who submitted content for the newsletter. We received
enough submissions to give us a head start on the Spring CCN. Be sure to keep them coming.
Happy holidays and see you next year,
The CCN will be published quarterly, at
the beginning of each season. We
welcome and encourage member
submissions.
Deadlines for submissions are:
Spring CCN

March 15

Summer CCN

June 15

Fall CCN

September 15

Winter CCN

December 15

Dominic and Kristin Cioffi

The BMWMOC is Chartered Club #196 with both the BMWMOA and
the BMWRA national organizations. The BMWMOC is a
Not-For-Profit Corporation of the Great State of Ohio consisting of
about 145 riding enthusiasts mostly in the Northeast Ohio Area. The
Club is an active group with a common interest in BMW Motorcycles
and the people who ride them.

“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter

Page 3

Leo Buckon

I hope everyone is enjoying the extended riding season. I just checked the weather forecast for
the next 10 days and after a dip in the 30s this weekend it looks like it will be in the mid 50’s
for most of next week. You might be able to hop on the Beemer and ride to the family gathering on Christmas Day. Recall that last year, the deep freeze started in November and lasted into March. I love El Nino!
In this issue you will find a special ballot for a change in the bylaws that will open up the eligibility requirements to be a club officer or director. The officers and directors felt that this will
allow others to have more of an opportunity to help keep this club running and add to the fun
and comradery of all. We have even extended the opportunity for early voting to all. If you will
not make it to the meeting on January 7th to vote in person, you can submit your vote by email.
Send the completed ballot to Roger Pivonka at rpivonka@gmail.com. Please include your name
so we can track who has voted.
I would like to close by thanking all the officers, directors and the volunteers who pulled together to make 2015 such a good year for the club. Please take the opportunity to thank them
for the effort they put in so that we could all have so much fun this past year. I am looking forward to working with the incoming officers and directors to make 2016 as good or better.
I’m looking forward to starting the year off right and seeing you all at the Winter Banquet on
January 9th.
Leo
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Visit the calendar on https://bmwmoc.shutterfly.com/calendar for an updated list of events

Membership Meeting
January 7, 2016
7:00-p.m.
BMW Motorcycles of Cleveland
7315 Aurora Road, Aurora

Breakfast Before the Bike Show
January 30, 2016
9:00-10:00 a.m.
Gene’s Place Restaurant
3730 Rocky River Drive, Cleveland

Holiday Party
January 9, 2016
6:00 –11:00 p.m.
Brennan’s Party Center
13000 Triskett Road, Cleveland

Membership Meeting
February 4, 2016
7:00p.m.
Location TBA

International Motorcycle Show
January 29 - 31, 2016
I-X Center
1 I-X Center Drive, Cleveland

BMWMOA International Rally
July 14– 17, 2016
Hamburg Fairgrounds
Hamburg, NY 14075
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Don Poremski
Now that my knees and ears are hairy, I am being philosophic about the American election cycle. I’ve given up trying to avoid news items about the Republican campaigners. What is upsetting is that I, personally, am being clumped together with other “old white men” to whom
these candidates are supposedly appealing.
Hey, I’ve been in the pyramid of Cheops and can tell you personally that it was not made for
storing grain as Ben Carson related. After paying an admittance fee, you must ascend a staircase in a stooped position for approximately half the structure’s height. A second staircase
then opens up to allow erect travel until you reach the top. There a room opens to allow viewing of the sarcophagus that would have once held the mummified remains on an Egyptian
leader, Cheops.
Knowing that I would probably never have a chance to return, I positioned my camera on a
small outcropping on the wall that probably once held a lantern or candle. I set the timer and
scrambled back behind the sarcophagus to await the flash that would record my presence in a
really unique setting. But, just as the flash went off, it caught two other tourists that had just
arrived and stepped into the shot. Surprised, they tried to figure out what just happened. Their
heads swiveled to my location next to the ancient bier and apologized in Arabic for ruining the
shot. Not that I understood Arabic, but it was a logical interpretation.
“Oh, that’s okay”, I responded. My English tipped them
off and they asked, “Amriki?” Are you an American?.
“Aywah” was my response which was the cue for one of
them to begin laying down some dance moves.
Strange? Well, not if you had already been in Saudi Arabia seven times. These were Saudi young men who, being in the Cairo area, could find themselves on a dance
floor with (heaven forfend) WOMEN, a feat impossible
in the kingdom. So, I checked his moves and offered
that he should incorporate a bit more hip motion and
we parted friends.
So, if I know that Carson’s statement was untrue, as
would anyone with exposure to ancient history or who
has traveled in the Middle East, what has that got to do
with our upcoming (ongoing) election cycle? What difference does it make in choosing the next leader of the
free world? I suppose I’ll have to add an adjective to
how I’m being described these days. I am an old, cranky
white man, but I know my pyramids.
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Change to Bylaws requiring All Club Vote. Votes must be returned before the start of the
Club Membership Meeting at 7:00pm on Thursday January 7, 2016.
Proposed change to Section 5 b of Bylaws regarding eligibility requirements for election to club
office
Currently reads:
An individual must meet all membership requirements, must have attended at least 5 monthly
membership meetings during the 12 months prior to the September membership meeting, and
must expect to be able to attend all Board and monthly meetings during the coming year to be
eligible for nomination. Meeting sign in sheets will be used to verify the required attendance.
Change to read:
An individual must meet all membership requirements, must have attended at least 5 club
events during the 12 months prior to the September membership meeting, and must expect to
be able to attend all Board and monthly meetings during the coming year to be eligible for nomination. Sign in sheets will be used to verify the required attendance.

Member Name:_____________________________________________________________

Approve of Change

Yes______

No______
Return your ballot in person or email your ballot to Roger Pivonka at rpivonka@gmail.com.
Please include your name so we can track who has voted.
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Mike Kanczak is looking for club members who are interested in participating in an
Adventure motorcycle training two day event. Participants must bring their own bike.
Locations:
Spring Mills, PA Bald Eagle State Forest: April 22-24, May 20-22, June 17-19, July 15-17, 2016
Flintstone, MD Green Ridge National Forest: May 27-29, June 24-26, July 22-24, 2016
What is included: training, adventure tour, lodging, professional t-shirt and class 1 off-road
certification card (Arrival date 1 day prior).
If we can get enough people to fill a class (5-6 riders) we can customize the agenda to fit our
needs.
Website: http://www.xplor-int.com/Pages/aboutus.aspx
If you are interested, contact Mike Kanczak at mkanczak@cox.net.
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Robin Bova

“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter

Page 11

“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter

Page 12

“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter

Page 13

“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter

Page 14

“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter

Page 15

“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter

Page 16

“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter

Page 17

Larry Cardo
The Plan: The excuse to ride was the BMWMOA Rally in Billings, MT. I figured as long as we
were sort of close, we might as well visit the Canadian Rockies (Banff and Jasper), Watertown
NP and Glacier. Upon returning Wayne wanted to visit the Grand Canyon. Thus the initial plan
was for nearly a month and 8,000 miles. Candi says this was too long, but I remember days
when this was not an issue…..
First half was ridden by Larry Cardo and David Isacco
Second half was ridden by Larry Cardo and Wayne and Anna Slepecky
Trip Highlights:
• Across the scary Mackinaw Bridge
• Across Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
• US Route 2 across the top of the US
• Roosevelt National Park
• Watertown National Park of Canada
• Canadian Rockies (Banff to Jasper and back)
• Glacier National Park (Going to the Sun Road)
• Billings, Montana (MOA National Rally)
• Bear Tooth Pass
• Chief Joseph Highway
• Yellowstone
• Grand Teton Mountains

• Black Canyon of the Gunnison
• Million Dollar Highway
• Gooseneck State Park, UT
• Moki Dugway, UT
• Grand Canyon via train from Williams, AZ
• Ride the south rim of the canyon
• Antelope Canyon, Page, AZ
• Scenic New Mexico ride
• Wild Hogs Saloon, Madrid, NM
• Roswell, NM
• RT 66 Sights

Day 1—July 12, 2015
About 420 miles
Rain about 1/3 of the day, all along the turnpike. No rain issues. Once we turned north, the
weather was great. The night before, I had a poor nights sleep, thus I was ready to stop--at 3:30.
We may have planned to short days?? Tomorrow, the Mac Bridge. All in all, a very good day, as
both of us had not ridden long days in quite a while.
Day 2 -July 13, 2015
About 460 miles
Grayling to Ashland, WI. Further than planned. Crossed the BIG MAC bridge. Naturally they had
construction in the cement lane--Leaving us to ride the grating. Plus, a VERY SLOW (20 mph)
bus was in front of us. Good news, no rain and no winds.
If any club members remember Harry Wagner, who is now living in Texas. When you rode with
Harry, you had to earn your breakfast (ride 100 miles). In honor of Harry, we rode 100 miles before breakfast.
Great riding across the Upper Peninsula. Good roads and no traffic. One stretch has nothing but
woods for 80 miles. Day was so good that we decided to keep on riding.
Dave indicated that today being Monday, we would not have a hard time finding a room, NOT.
Finding rooms during summer vacation season sucks!
Not sure where we are going to land tomorrow. We are staying at a motel that overlooks Lake
Superior, about 80 miles before my favorite city of Duluth.
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Day 3 –July 14, 2015
About 340 miles
Ashland, WI to across Minnesota to Grand Forks, ND. Today the scenery changed from woodlands to prairie. Started out with rain that fizzled within 20 miles. Then Gray skies. Duluth sucks
as usual. Temps dropped to low 60s. Mid 80s by the end of day.
Both Dave and I were concerned with our ability to drive these distances and weather the
storms. But, we are feeling better with each passing day. I find myself getting tired at the 350
mile point. Plan to hole up near Ted Roosevelt NP.
Dave likes to get exercise each day. I usually take a nap. Tonight I suggested we walk to a restaurant about a mile away. While we were eating, a BIG storm came in. We had to wait an additional
hour for the rain to stop.
Day 4—July 15, 2015
About 300 miles
Grand Forks, MT to Beulah, MT . Finding motel rooms is becoming challenging. The plan was to
get close to T. ROOSEVELT NP. Found a couple of motel rooms in Beulah, MT about 100 miles
from the park. We decided to leave RT 2 and take a smaller road, RT 200. Road was good but
lacked gas and restaurants. Then a BIG storm came
through with extremely heavy rain and lots of lightening.
No place to hide from the scary lightening. Finally found a
rest stop, with two outhouses (see pic). Storm stalled
above us. Lots of lightening. Waited 45 min for lightening
to stop. Very wet. Had to wait again tonight to walk to dinner. Rain forecast for tomorrow also!
Day 5- July 16, 2015
About 450 miles
Beulah, ND to Malta, Montana via T. Roosevelt NP. Every day Dave says "I'm too old for this!"
Light rain early in the day--of course. GREAT visit to TR NP. Perfect weather. Spent about 3
hours in the park. Thousands of cute prairie dogs. Had a close encounter with a herd of bisons.
They were on both sides of the road and on the road. A pick up truck moved them off the road. I
thought I would follow. But 3 or 4 bisons sprinted across in front of me. SPOOKY! Dave says I
was herding them with the BMW. Also had a group of wild horses requesting the road. In the
1700s there were 60 million bisons. We killed all but 200. $s. Purchased gas at Flying J and immediately my gas mileage dropped 3 MPG. Never
again ! Dave is so knowledgeable about wildlife.
Makes for a very I interesting riding buddy. Speed
limits of 70 and 75 are great. GPS recorded 125. Destination for tomorrow is TBD.
Day 6—July 17, 2015 About 215 miles
Malta, MT to Cut Bank, MT. Our plan today was to
start early (7:00) and drive close to Glacier NP. Then
make a decision to go to Glacier or head north toward
Jasper, then visit Glacier a few days later. Upon departure, the Temps were low 50s. Dave commented "It would be nice if it stayed cool all day". Well Dave got his wish with Temps in the low
50s, rain and high winds. After 220 miles we were miserable. We reviewed our options at
McDonalds. Glacier would be in the low clouds. Driving closer or going north would put us in a
high rent area. Thus we stopped for the day at 11:30 AM. Found a nice motel and had dinner at
the across the street gas station. Living the good life. Tomorrow we head north to south of Banff.
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Day 7—July 18, 2015 About 240 miles
Cut Bank, MT to Longview, Alberta via Canada's Waterton, NP.
What a difference a day makes. Today the weather was warm
and sunny. Heading toward Glacier, we hit a road construction
of 12 miles of gravel. Sign recommended motorcycles to take
an alternate route. But there was no other practical routes.
Lawyer talk! The first 100 miles was "open range". We were
chased by dogs and found lots of horses and cattle on and
alongside the road. Waterton park cost was $18 for the "family". I informed the ticket person
that Dave was my older brother. Worked well! We splurged and had lunch at the "Prince of
Wales" Hotel. Very nice. Great weather heading toward Banff. Passed 100s of wind mills
along with area high winds near Pincher
Creek, AB. Tomorrow heading thru Banff to
Jasper on the scenic Ice Fields Parkway.
Day 8 –July 19, 2015 About 300 miles
Longview, Alberta to Jasper, AB. Another day
of perfect weather. Riding between Banff and
Jasper in the Canadian Rockies is about 200
miles of stunning scenery and some wild life.
Speed limits are very slow in the park. And we
saw more cops than the total of our previous 7 days. Canada appears to have some economic issues? Saw a couple
of moose and a flock of big horn sheep totally blocking
the road. Arrived upon a serious accident. 3 police cars
were at the scene and 3 ambulances were engaged route.
A car drove directly off the highway and landed on top of
some trees. Looked bad. Today was Sunday. The Ice
Fields lodge parking lot was full. Inside was wall to wall
people. We quickly left for Jasper. Jasper traffic was grid
locked. Hotel had poor signage. Poorer parking! Such a deal
for $225. We can't wait to leave tomorrow morning. Jasper is
similar to Banff, wall to wall people. But the roads between
are spectacular! Pictures do not do them justice. But, Dave
and I are getting tired of the daily grind. We need a day off!
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Day 9—July 20, 2015 About 220 miles
Jasper to Radium Hot Springs, AB. Great weather
again. Went back the way we came to Jasper. The scenery was totally different in reverse. The Ice Fields Center was only a quarter full--Pleasant. No wild animals
were viewed. I think they left the park. Both Dave and
I remember much more wild life from earlier days.
One of the elements of this trip I am finding enjoyable
is breakfast, lunch and dinner with Dave. Today I
found out that he and Sally got married on the beach in Maui--just like Candi and I. Tomorrow
were off to a border crossing and staying near the west entrance to Glacier--at "Motel 6" YUK!
Day 10—July 21, 2015
About 230 miles
To Kasispell, MT. No wifi. Boarder crossing was quick and painless. Traffic gridlock in Kalispell.
Temps mid 80 and hot in gridlock. Tomorrow, Glacier NP and nearly 500 miles to Billings.
Day 11- July 22, 2015
About 450 miles
Kalispell, MT to Billings, MT. The day didn't start well. No
rain was forecasted and the rain began as we were loading
the bikes for an early 7 AM start. Then Glaciers Logan Pass
was closed due to a big fire. So we reluctantly bypassed
Glacier and then ran into heavy winds. YUK! HOWEVER AFTER ABOUT 3 HOURS, ALL WAS RIGHT. Dave took all the
pics today, mostly of wildlife. Arrived in Billings about 5 PM-a little tired—as usual. Dave is heading toward Cleveland
tomorrow, and I am going to the BMW rally. We had a great
11 days of riding together. Very hot Temps (95 to 100) are
forecasted for Dave's route.
Day 12—July 23, 2015
Day 1 of 3 in Billings, MT at the BMW MOA rally. A get together
for BMW motorcycle geeks--and an excuse to ride. Spent 3
hours in the "chartered clubs leadership conference"--where
they said the MOA is interested in receiving more inputs from
members. But they took no suggestions. Much like Hillary!
There is a MOA board meeting tomorrow. Maybe if I raise my
hand and smile... Met a lot of Cleveland club members--about 8.
And I understand there are about 6 more floating around. A bit lonely here without Dave. Dave
left for Cleveland bright and early today. I hope he is doing well in this heat. The below pic from
today is to show Dave that he is not the only one who can capture
wildlife. The rally appears to be well attended. My guess is >6,000.
Day 13-July 24, 2015
Day 2 of 3 at the BMW Rally. I over packed as usual and sent a lot of
stuff home. Since we are heading south, a lot of cold weather gear
went home also. I attended the MOA Board of Director's "Town Hall
meeting". The Director's opened up the meeting for suggestions or
comments. I brought up a topic, that lasted nearly an hour. I respectively told the board that in my opinion, the MOA was too cozy with
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BMW and was not communicating with the members the significant warts on the BMW product.
Namely systemic design defects that BMW refuses to officially recognize or recall.
The board justified their position by saying:
- This is BMW'S way of doing business and BMW wasn't going to change.
- It would be too difficult to collect accurate failure data.
- The MOA'S function was not to act as a consumer protection organization.
- And BMW always tries to make the owner of a failure "whole".
I sensed:
- The MOA is afraid of upsetting BMW.
- The MOA values BMW'S friendship over their 32,000 members.
- They said that if the members wanted to know information about failures, they should use the
Internet forums, which the MOA does not sensor.
The MOA'S response was not unexpected, but disappointing. This afternoon was laundry
time--yuk! There is a national motorcycle hill climb in town, near the rally site. A few of the
Cleveland club members may attend. While Dave suffered from heat heading toward Cleveland,
Wayne my riding buddy for the second half of this trip, started out with a 440 mile day from Medina, OH.
Day 14-July 25, 2015
Rally day 3 of 3. Rally attendance was good at 6,000. Paul Koontz and I went to the hill climb
for the afternoon. This was a true National event. Most of the bikes had a dirt bike frame, stuffed
with a HUGH 4 cylinder engine running nitro or
nitric oxide. Most had an extended swing arm and
BIG knobs on the rear tire. The hill shown below is
only used once a year and it is gigantic. Paul got
some nice videos. Temps today were approaching
100 (hot). Our club had 17 members at the rally.
Roger Pivonka won a $4,000 overseas tour package at the closing ceremony. What made this more
strange, is that Roger told me earlier in the day
that he was going to win????
Off early tomorrow for a long day: Bear Tooth Pass, Chief Joseph Highway, Yellowstone, Grand
Tetons, Jackson and ending up in Pinedale, WY.
Day 15—July 26, 2015 About 450 miles all on 2 lane roads
Billings, MT to Pinedale, WY. First up today were two exceptional roads (Bear Tooth Pass and
Chief Joseph Highway). 150 miles of total
fun! I told myself to just take it easy, but,....
Very glad that these roads were early in the
day while I was fresh. The rest of the day
was filled with slow RVs, slow park speed
limits and heavy park traffic. Pictures show
some of the beauty. Because of today's long
miles, the next two days are easy (200
miles per day). Tomorrow's target is Vernal, UT.
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Day 16 – July 27, 2015
About 200 Miles
Pinedale, WY to Vernal, UT. I was expecting an easy cake
ride today (200 miles). Then I woke up to 38 degree
temps. I found out that Pinedale is in the high dessert at >
7000 feet. I went back to sleep. Finally got on the road at
10:30. Temp had warmed up to mid 70s. Then came the
brutal winds, which would accompany me the rest of the
day. I have ridden in high winds many times before, but
these winds were tough. The TV tonight indicated these
winds were abnormal and had 40 to 60 mph gusts. The
winds are reported to diminish tonight. Although the
winds took a lot of the fun out of riding today, the scenery
was great. Tomorrow night I meet up with Wayne and Anna in Montrose, CO.
Day 17—July 28, 2015
About 240 miles
Vernal, UT to Montrose, CO. Planning on a short day
again, I got on the road at 10:30. Temps and wind were nice. Found a great bike road from
Rangley, CO to Loma, CO. 72 miles with no towns, all hills and curves. Picture may show some of
this road? Wayne and Anna arrived at the motel. We're
off to dinner and some very scenic roads tomorrow.
Day 18—July 29, 2015
Montrose, CO to Mexican Hat, UT via Black Canyon of
the Gunnison & The Million Dollar Highway. Black
Canyon of the Gunnison was spectacular, as was the
drive to the top. The million dollar highway was less
wonderful then in the past due to the large amount of
vehicles. Far too many to pass. The turns were just not
as much fun as in the past. Wayne fixed this by lagging
behind, then flying to catch up. Wayne has always been
"the master of turns". We skirted a big black rain cloud,
then ran into 99 degree Temps for the last two hours. I
got a chance to try out my new cooling vest--not bad.
Even with the vest, I was exhausted when we reached the
motel in Mexican Hat, UT.
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Day 19—July 30, 2015
About 250 miles
Mexican Hat, UT to Williams, AZ. Everyday seems to
come with multiple scenic gifts. Today was no different.
Today we started out by going to Gooseneck State Park
about 15 miles from Mexican Hat. I'll bet that no one has
even heard of this park. Maybe 5 cars in the parking lot
and it is an absolute wonder! The San Juan River over
300 million years, cut deep channels that snake back and
forth within the viewing area. The view is spectacular.
Put this on your bucket list!Then heading south we went thru Monument Valley. This is where
they shot all the old western movies that my dad watched. Before Flagstaff we visited Sunset
Crater formed from a volcano that erupted only 1000 years ago. The last pic is a rock called
"Mexican Hat". Anna booked us a tour package consisting of:
- Daily breakfasts and dinners with live entertainment!
- A 2 hour train ride to the Grand Canyon in a top of the great train car.
- A motor coach tour of the south rim.
- A stay in a 4 star hotel.
So far, everything appears excellent. We board the train tomorrow at 9 AM. It will be good to
give the bikes a rest. It doesn't get any better than this!
To be continued...
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