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I attended the BMW MOA Rally in Redmond, OR this year 
where I saw a demonstration of the Nomar Tire Changer. I 
really like working on my bike and they sure made it look easy 
to change your own tires so, why not. I bought their Cycle 
Hill Tire Changer which is designed to change only motorcycle 
tires and is quite a bit cheaper than 
their professional changers. I also or-
dered the hitch mount so I would not 
have to drill holes in my garage floor 
to mount it. If I’m changing the tires I’ll 
have to balance them too. After a lot 
of research, I ordered the Marc Parnes 
Static Tire Balancer. 

So, here’s how it all went ….. 
The tire changer was well pack-

aged and relatively easy to assemble. 
I removed the rear wheel, placed it 
on the bead breaker and gave it a go. 
Well, let me tell you… that’s one tough 
bead! I sure could have used Karl with 
a “K” to muscle the bead breaker bar. 
Sans Karl, I used a five foot piece of iron 
pipe I had in the garage for extra leverage and that made easy 
work of it. With the bead broken on both sides, I centered and 
clamped the wheel onto the tire changer. After lubing the tire 
and rim with a soap solution, the next step was to use the tire 
removal bar to bring the bead up over the rim and run its plastic 
tip around the rim to remove the tire. I took my time taking the 
tire off so as not to scratch the rim. I also decided that I would 

pick up a pair of snap on rim protectors to make the tire re-
moval easier. Putting the new tire on the rim is much easier than 
removing the old tire. With the tire and rim lubed, the first tire 
bead is just pushed on by hand and the second bead is spun on 
with a plastic tipped install bar. With new found techniques and a 

pair of rim protectors, I had 
the front wheel removed, 
tire changed, balanced and 
back on the bike in about 
an hour and a half … and 
that sure works for me. 

One of the major rea-
sons I decided to change 
my own tires is because 
after the factory tires were 
changed out the bike never 
ran as smooth. I would at-
tribute this to faulty/inferior 
balancing equipment and/
or time restraints at the 
places I’ve had new tires 
installed. Just out of curios-

ity I decided to check the factory balance with the Marc Parnes 
static balancer, before changing tires, and both tires were out of 
balance by around 10 grams, and I thought the bike was running 
very smooth. Boy was I wrong! I took a six hundred mile ride 
last weekend to MotoGP in Indy and I was absolutely AMAZED 
at how smooth the bike ran on the new tires … smoother than 
factory! Time and money well spent! n

Sieben Berg Nachricht
by Arpad E Viiberg

George "Gadget King" Lopez, get-
ting ready to hit the MOA Rally.

Look who I ran into at the Top-O-The-
Rockies-Rally in Paonia, CO!

Rick Gzesh helping out at the BMW 
MOA Rally
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Well, the year is starting to wind down again. Still a few 
months of decent weather left and arguably some of the nicest 
times to ride with all the trees changing colors. I much prefer to 
ride when its cool, rather than when its sweltering hot.

Looks like everyone that attended the fall Clambake at 
Whispering Hills had a great time. The weather cooperated 
nicely except for a light shower on Saturday night and the food 
was absolutely excellent, thanks to George and the other vol-
unteers that helped out. The ride went without a hitch. Again 
with the help of Don Kirkwood bringing up the rear with his CB 
to talk to me on, we managed to keep everyone together for 
the whole ride.

The number of events are winding down too. Right now I 
am planning the Poker Run that will be held in the next couple 
of weeks. I will send out an all club email to everyone with all 
the details. Still have a few minor things to finalize. The club has 
decided to donate an extra $100 to the prize kitty for this years' 
ride. So that will be in addition to the money brought in by the 
entry fees. Last year we had a $100 prize just from the entries. 
Should make things a little more interesting. As in the past, the 

Capt’n Carl’s  
Do’in the Bork 
There’s a little bit of the Captain in all of us!
by Road Captain Carl Bork

entry fee will be $5 per card purchased.
After that and the usual board and membership meetings, 

not too much will be going on till the Holiday Party in January, 
unless someone has some ideas for some non-bike member 
events that we could schedule in for the months of November 
and December. If you do, send them along to myself or another 
board member for consideration. We're always looking for new 
ideas for club activities.

Seen the new announcement from BMW on the 1600 GT 
and GTL? Pretty cool bike with a lot of nice techno features. Just 
hope the dealers will have a clue as to how to service them. For 
the current GT riders and the LT riders that travel for the most 
part "one up" these new bikes should be a very welcome ad-
dition to the BMW line. For the LT riders that ride mostly "two 
up", well let's just say the jury is still out on that one. From what I 
have seen the current LT looks to be a lot more comfortable for 
the passenger, but time will tell. Have a feeling I will be hanging 
on to my LT for a lot of years to come.

Well, hope to see a lot of you at the Poker Run. Ride Safe 
and stay warm. n
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Thursday, October 7, 2010
Membership Meeting 
Location: Panini’s 
480 East Aurora Rd., Sagamore Hills, OH
Time: 7pm

Thursday, November 4, 2010
Membership Meeting 
Location: BWM Motorcycles of Cleveland
5315 Aurora Road / Aurora, OH 44202
Time: 7pm

Thursday, November 18, 2010
Board Meeting
Dimitri’s Restaurant
1830 Snow Road – Parma
Time: 7pm

Thursday, December 2, 2010
Membership Meeting 
Sill’s Motor Sales - 1901 Brookpark Road
Time: 7pm

Calendar of Events *visit www.bmwmoc.org/calendar.htm for updated event information or call 
Capt'n Carl to confirm 216-383-9161 email:sprdoorman@roadrunner.com

Thursday, January 06, 2011
Membership Meeting 
Location: Panini’s 
480 East Aurora Rd., Sagamore Hills, OH
Time: 7pm

Saturday, January 15, 2011
Holiday Party
American Legion Post 572
6483 State Road / Parma, OH 44134
Contact: Arp 216-469-6126
Time: 5pm

Thursday, January 27, 2011
Board Meeting
Dimitri’s Restaurant
1830 Snow Road – Parma
Time: 7pm

REMINDER: 
2010 BMW 

MOA Mileage 
Contest  

ENDING FORM  
w/ signatures

Must be  
Postmarked by  
November 13, 

2010
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Covered Bridge Tour
By Paul Mitchell (your Editor/photographer)

Just a few photos of the group that took the Covered Bridge 
Tour in August with George Lopez and his trusty GPS and our 
fearless leader, Arp, as “sweep”. n
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A group of us (OJ and Nancy Simpson, Michael and Susie Siko-
ra, Beth and Pat Corrigan, Arp and Sharon Viiberg and Larry 
Cardo) decided to rough it (B&B) rather than endure the scenic 
beauty of a campsite this year. We’ll, let us tell you of some of 
the extreme difficulties we faced:

•	 We	had	a	hard	time	getting	control	of	the	large	flat	screen	
TV remote from the B&B owner

•	 Coffee	in	the	evening	was	only	luke	warm	to	go	with	the	
hot cookies

•	 Outside	noise,	such	as	lightening	and	rain	almost	kept	us	
awake

•	 There	were	TWO	mosquitoes	on	the	patio
•	 One	person	had	a	wrinkle	on	her	bed	sheet
•	 The	French	toast	for	breakfast	was	only	mildly	warm	and	

there was way too much food—scrambled eggs, bacon, 
sausage, toast with home made strawberry jam, multiple 
types of juice, etc.

•	 The	maple	syrup	for	the	French	toast	was	way	too	hot
•	 There	was	only	one	shower	and	one	bathroom	per	room
•	 There	was	a	dangerous	strip	of	gravel	2	feet	wide	in	the	

parking lot that we had to drive across
•	 The	floors	were	bowed	and	warped	so	much	that	we	

spilled our decanter of 100 year old brandy

Hell at the 2010 Micro Rally Bed & Breakfast
by Larry Cardo

•	 The	tales	of	the	ghosts	that	lived	there	in	the	house	that	
was once a funeral home left us so frightened we would 
have been unable to sleep, were it not for the plush com-
forters

•	 Michael’s	bed	was	too	big!	Filled	the	room	and	he	either	
had to squeeze his way around it or climb over Sue!

•	 The	candles	in	the	chandelier	on	the	patio	would	not	stay	
lit!

•	 No	Coke,	just	Pepsi	and	beer	in	the	refrigerator
•	 The	air	conditioning	was	set	too	cold	…	needed	to	use	

the down comforter n

BMW Club Library
by Bill Stinson

Motorcycle books and DVD’s are available for loan to 
BMWMOC members from our new Library. An inventory 
will be available on our website and materials will be dis-
played and available at the membership meetings. 

There are also links to general motorcycle information 
to include safety, maintenance and riding fun on our site. You 
can preview the books and DVD’s at the meeting or on the 
web, select what you would like and sign it out for a month. 
It is all on the honor system. 

Anyone having motorcycle books on safety, touring, rac-

ing, biographies, DVD’s, etc. is welcome to contribute to the 
library. 

You can either give or loan your materials to the library. 
If you have tapes, DVD’s books or magazines of special inter-
est and you would like to keep at home, but still be made 
available to the members, you can be listed on the web site 
with your contact information. Interested persons may con-
tact you to make borrowing arrangements. 

For questions, contact Bill Stinson on the BMW web site 
forum, 440-646-0433 or williamstinson@att.net. n



8 Cleveland Club News

The club’s 2nd Iron Butt ride on September 11 was success-
fully completed by all four riders. Two club riders, Paul Koontz 
and Bob Larrow rode along with two non-club members, Jim 
Schaffter and Todd Ward. This year’s ride was designed by Wally 
Gingerich. It was a little more scenic and challenging talking I-77 
through the mountains of West Virginia and Tennesee.

Paul Koontz was riding one of his many bikes- a BMW 
K1200LT outfitted with flags for Sept 11.

Bob Larrow was also on a K1200LT. Jim Schaffter was rid-
ing a Goldwing and Todd Ward was riding a Honda Cruiser.

The riders were away at 6 AM heading toward Charlotte, 
North Carolina and returning via I-77, a trip of 1016 miles. The 
start temperature was in the mid 40’s and reportedly did not 
warm up for 3 hours. The riders rode as a group, which we 
found amazing, as each has different needs relative to gas and 
rest room breaks. The riders encountered rain shortly after en-
tering into WV. The rain would follow the riders off and on the 
rest of the trip. 

Rain and especially rain at night significantly increased the 
difficulty of this type of ride. In spite of these obstacles, all riders 
completed the ride in less than 18 hours. Food was either car-
ried by the riders or picked up a gas stops. The Honda cruiser’s 
range was only 120 miles—thus many gas stops. Some of the 
stations were closed. 

Witnesses at the start and finish were Anna Slepecky, Pat 
Corrigan and Larry Cardo. Anna provided each rider with one 
of her lucky pennies. They worked for all riders last year and 
have worked for me for years.

Comments from the riders at the end:
Todd: “I never knew I could ride in so many different po-

sitions Long lines at a gas station rest room in the middle of 
nowhere resulted in an impromptu back of the station out 
house.”

Jim: “Great ride! I had a lot of fun.”
Bob: “I’m off for another 500 miles. Can I make 500 miles 

in the next 6 hours? I almost ran out of gas. Could have been 
back 2 hours ago. Also, got lost.” Bob made it back safely, but 
at press time we don’t know the details of his last 500 mile at-
tempt.

Paul: “I broke all my riding rules and rode with the group. 
My goal was 14 hours, but riding with a group…. “. Paul indi-
cated he was not fatigued, but took 2 hours to wind down for 
sleep. 

We have had some comments about longer or different 
Iron Butt rides. It appears that most of the members who want-

More Iron Butts!
By Larry Cardo, Wayne Slepecky, and Wally Gingerich

Jim Schaffer before ride

Todd Ward before ride

Paul Koontz before ride
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ed to join the Iron Butt association have done so. Maybe next 
year we can plan slightly more challenging ride: a 1000 mile ride 
within the state of Ohio or a Great Lakes Challenge (this is a 
ride around all the Great Lakes— about 2500 miles) with a time 
limit of either 50 hours (Great Lakes Gold) or 100 hours (Great 
Lakes Challenge). n

Bob after 1,000 miles: “I’m off for another 500 miles. 
Can I make 500 miles in the next 6 hours? I almost ran 
out of gas. Could have been back 2 hours ago. Also, got 
lost.”

Jim after ride: “Great ride! I had a lot of fun.”

Larry Larrow before ride

Todd after ride: “I never knew I could ride in so many 
different positions Long lines at a gas station rest room 
in the middle of nowhere resulted in an impromptu back 
of the station out house.”

1901 Brookpark Road
Cleveland OH 44109

216-749-1363 • 216-749-5189
visit www.sillsmotor.com 

for current specials

Celebrating Over 75 Years of 
Motorcycling Adventure

SILL’S MOTOR SALES
BMW • HONDA MOTORCYCLES  
• POWER EQUIPMENT
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The rally site was wide open and the preparations were still 
going on so I put my name on some volunteer lists for Gates 
and Security and wandered for a while. The bike needed an oil 
change but Oil Change Alley wasn’t open yet so I went to Wal-
Mart and asked if I could do it in their parking lot -YES was the 
answer. I got a gallon of oil and a drain pan in their automotive 
dept and parked the bike in the shade. The garage guys gave me 
some paper towels and took my drain oil and filter when I was 
done. [BTW, I had prepared for this by taking a new filter and the 
right wrenches along.]

For the next few days in Redmond I just chilled and renewed 
friendships and made some new friends.

Went for a ride called “the Fruit Loop” up near Mt. Hood on 
Friday with Elmer, who was rooming next door to me. At one 
point on that ride my “swerving” practice paid off for both of us. 
He was leading and took a wrong turn, then stopped in the mid-
dle of the road to consult his map. I was checking out the scenery 
and suddenly noticed him stopped in front of me. WHOA!! No 
time to think/consider alternatives, I just swerved right and then 
left AND I missed him. He’ll never know how close we came to 
busting up the plastic that day.

After the rally I headed for Crater Lake and it IS a must see 
as many had told me, WOW! From there I took Bear Camp Rd. 
[a couple I met at Crater suggested Bear Camp – it follows the 
Rogue River for about 65 miles] and headed for Gold Beach, OR 
then along the coast down to Ft Bragg, CA. Then headed inland 
to Placerville, CA to visit my former sisters-in-law. From Placer-
ville, I wheeled south to take in Yosemite National Park over parts 
of two days, then to Moab, UT to see Arches National Park and 
Canyonlands.

Then on to Durango, CO up the Million Dollar Highway to 

I left Chagrin Falls on July 7th heading for Redmond, OR and 
points west. In two days I made it to Cheyenne, WY and that’s 
when the ride really started.

From Cheyenne headed northwest to Shoshone Nat’l For-
est, then up thru Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks and 
finally to Cody, WY. Leaving Cody I caught Chief Joseph Highway 
to Beartooth Highway over Beartooth Pass [alt 10,975 ft] to Red 
Lodge, MT. Got there about noon and decided to get a room 
and stay the day since it was such a grand day and I wanted a rest. 
Out of Red Lodge heading for Missoula, MT because I wanted to 
ride Lolo Pass again and the 70+ miles of downhill twisties that 
are RT 12 going to Lewiston, ID. By the time I got to Lewiston 
it was 99 degrees and even with DRY heat, THAT’S hot when 
you’re in city traffic. 

Next day I crossed the river to Clarkston, WA and went 
south to Oregon where I was gonna go thru Hells Canyon {got 
real close} but part of the road had disappeared and the sign said 
“You can’t get there from here” so I rerouted for Pendleton and 
Biggs to follow the Columbia River [really nice scenic way to go]. 
Just west of Pendleton I thought I was loosing my vision but then 
I saw a big sign that said “you CAN get there from here but you’ll 
have a tough time seeing it”. Actually it said to watch for high 
winds and dust storms for the next 40 miles, Boy was THAT an 
understatement. 

When I got to Biggs, OR thought I might stay there for the 
night along the banks of the Columbia but I couldn’t get a cheap 
room and I was concerned that the high winds would blow the 
bike over during the night. Went 13 miles south to a quaint little 
town called Moro – peaceful and cheap.

Next day made it south to Redmond – a day earlier than 
planned but, so what, I’m on vacation.

BMW MOA 2010 International 2010 Redmond Oregon 
by Roger Pivonka
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W A D S W O R T H  O H I O

www.johnnysvintagemotorcycle.com

1280 High Street • Wadsworth, OH 44281
Tel: 330-335-7365 • Fax: 330-335-3125

email: info@johnnysvintagemotorcycle.com

www.johnnysvintagemotorcycle.com

Parts • Sales • Memorabilia
Buy • Sell • Trade

Specialists in Vintage Kawasaki

Now Accepting Applications
Parts • Sales • Service

Silverton, Ouray, Ridgway, Montrose and finally Gunnison, CO 
for the night. After that it was Kansas and home again, back to 
reality.

If you didn’t get there, try it next year.
See all my photos at http://picasaweb.google.com/RJPivon-

ka/RedmondCopies# n
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Capt. Fernando’s Ridge Running, Sphincter Puckering 
Two Wheeled Circus Heads West 
by Pat Corrigan

Friday, 7/2/10
Well, we are in the final countdown to our departure - after 

months of planning, scheming and conniving, on Monday, July 
5th we head out from Cleveland to explore the much bally-
hooed lands of Oregon, three weeks on the road - camping all 
the way.

The cast of characters in this saga is notorious if not heroic 
- no longer of stout form but not yet old and frail. Seven riders 
will leave Cleveland on an odd assortment of bikes, two Beem-
ers (one GS and one touring model), one Harley trike and 4 
Harley touring models. En route (in Omaha, to be exact) we 
will be joined by the lone female rider of the troupe - Erica on 
her trusty HD Sportster. Once we cross the Rockies, we will be 
joined by up to three more escapees from the world of sanity. It 
promises to produce an eclectic mix of personalities.

Be advised that this will be a “road” report - not an “AD-
VENTURE” ride as many of the epic tales found in elsewhere. 
The roads we choose to follow will we hope yield up many a 
twist and turn and the scenery promises to be spectacular, but 
we will be following pavement and the only rivers to be crossed 
will most likely be a river of piss coming from Leroy’s tent! But 
be that as it may, we invite our fellow inmates to tag along. 

To get a taste of our previous antics, feel free to peruse the 
following: Yosemite and the High Sierras - 2008

We won’t be offended if you choose to pass - Lord knows 
there are some great stories here. But if you’re feeling a bit curi-
ous, have a look - we will try not to disappoint.

So, anyway, the basic plan is to slab it to Baker City, OR. 
On the way, we will break off along the White Pole Road in 
Iowa, Happy Jack Road and then the Snowy Range Road in 
Wyoming followed by a loop around Flaming Gorge. During 
our three night stay in Baker City, we will explore Hell’s Can-
yon, and possibly take a side trip up to Lewiston so as to ride 
Rattlesnake Grade and the Old Spiral Highway. We also plan 
to do the Elkhorn Drive and the Grande Tour (both designated 
scenic routes). From there, we head west, then north to the 
Columbia River Gorge. A loop trip around Mt. Hood is included 
with searching out various waterfalls. One day will be spent at 
the BMW MOA Rally in Redmond by the Beemer riders - the 
Harley guys will be left to their own devices for that day (can 
you say bail money?) - then it’s down along the Cascades Sce-
nic Byway and the Aufderheide Road en route to Crater Lake. 
From Crater Lake, we begin our return trip to Cleveland and 
the North Coast, the Home of Rock and Roll! 

Day 1 
Seven of us left Cleveland, OH after meeting for breakfast. 

We were joined by some friends who could not join us but 
wished us well. In the group were myself, Fotopat, riding a 2004 
R1150 GS, Tim on a Harley Trike, Road King Rich, Doc, Leroy 
and Floyd on various touring Harleys and Bob, a new member 
of the group on a K1200LT.

About all that can be said for day 1 was that we got past 
Chicago! It was very hot day and traffic was heavy as usual. We 
need to work on staying together as a group - got too separated 
on too many occasions. Trying to run at 5 over the speed limit 
but Tim was having a hard time keeping up with the Trike.

Once at the campground, a young lady named Linda 
stopped by to chat - made fast friends with Doc per usual - but 
later than evening, her drunk boyfriend allowed his jealous side 
to show - of course we were already in our tents for the eve-
ning so he had nobody to mess with - thankfully she defused the 
situation - the campground was nice - we camped by a stream 
which of course provided plenty of voracious mosquitoes - felt 
good to wallow in the pool after a hot day on the road. 

Tim opted to stay at a local motel and missed all the fun. 
We had dinner at Duffy’s in Utica - good corned beef!

Day 2 - July 
6, 2010 
We had break-
fast in Utica at 
the local diner 
- again Doc 
made friends 
with the wait-
ress Shauna.
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It was still hot and muggy so we all had large tumblers of ice 
water - when Leroy asked for water, Shauna brought him a very 
tiny juice glass - kiddie size - way to go Shauna!

After breakfast, we collected Tim and got under way. 
Again, a hot day on the slab. In Dexter, Iowa, just a bit west of 
Des Moines, we got off the slab to do some sightseeing along 
the White Pole Road. First stop was in the town of Dexter to 
see the elliptical building designed and built by (the actor) Nick 
Nolte’s grandfather - on the National Register of Historic Places 
but not very exciting for this crowd. Down the road in Menlo 
we stopped to see the famous Menlo Oil Gas Man sign. Got 
some pictures, spoke to the owner, the son of the man who 
had the sign made. The guys like this stop. Then it was on to 
Freedom Rock, a boulder painted every year for about 11 years 
now by local artist Bubba Sorenson - it depicts tributes to the 
armed forces and is quite impressive as one person’s way of 
saying thanks.

I was reminded of the importance of putting down the side 
stand before dismounting my bike at a gas stop at a Kum & Go, 
where once again, Doc was posing with Averi for a picture!

 Does this guy ever quit?!

Our last stop was at the site of the first train robbery - 
staged of course by Jesse James and his band of outlaws. More 
pictures, more nonsense and then on our way to the KOA® in 
West Omaha. We opted for cabins as they had a/c, then a very 
nice dinner at Parkers Restaurant - very good food.

An unexpected surprise along the way to Omaha was the 
two women in the mini-van who decided to flash us on the 
road. Doc’s magnetic romantic powers at work no doubt!

Erica, the long female member of the circus joined us in 
West Omaha (she hails from Kansas City) on her trusty Sports-
ter which she rides with considerable skill and confidence. Good 
to have her along - she is just like one of the guys!

 As we left Adair, IA we began to see the wind turbines now 
springing up all over the windy parts of the west. Strange how 
the wind pushed us around on the bikes but the turbine blades 

never really seemed to be moving - until we hit the Columbia 
River Gorge.

Day 3 
Again at breakfast, Doc is making friends with the waitress, 

young Chelsea. 
 The weather turned on us as we had to stop under an 

overpass to don rain gear in Lincoln, Nebraska. (It’s a Harley 
thing, don’t ya know!) It stopped very shortly after we pulled out 

Pat, Bob, Doc, Floyd, Rich, Tim and Leroy (kneeling)

Rich and Tim at Freedom Rock
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(in about a quarter mile!). The day got cooler and the skies grew 
darker. It made for a long ride across Nebraska - probably better 
than the heat of the previous days, however. 

We called ahead to the KOA in Cheyenne, WY. Only one 
cabin was left so we grabbed it - then held a mini lottery to see 
who got bunks and who got tents! Tim camped out for the first 
time - and I think the last! He was just not cut out for the camp-
ing thing!

Dinner at T-Joes - again, good food and good company. 
Nice to see Bob is a natural fit with the group - not taking any 
crap off the rest of the gang and can dish it out with the best of 
them!

On the road, we caught site of an oversized cow going 
down the road - this got Leroy’s juices flowing - besides being 
a steak lover, he has been rumored to do other strange things 
with animals!

 

Leroy at the site of the first train robbery. Leroy thought it would be cute to pretend being tied to 
the tracks. 

Looks like she knows how to handle “skank magnets” 
like Doc!

Stay tuned for Part II! To be continued in the next issue of 
CCN... n

When we tried to actually tie him down, the weasel 
slipped away from us. We caught up to him though and 
were able to set a trap. Let’s see him wiggle out of this 
one!
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Motorcyclist Fatalities Drop 16 Percent in 2009
by James Holter

PICKERINGTON, Ohio -- In what can only be considered 
good news for motorcyclists, federal officials have reported that 
motorcycling deaths on the nation's roads dropped by 16 per-
cent in 2009 compared to the previous year, according to the 
American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).

"The death of any motorcyclist is one too many, so this 
news that fatalities are down is encouraging," said Ed Moreland, 
AMA senior vice president for government relations. "While we 
are pleased that the number of motorcycling fatalities dropped 
dramatically in 2009, a one-year drop isn't a trend. We need to 
determine why, and ensure that the decline continues."

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHT-
SA) reported on Sept. 9 that motorcycling fatalities in 2009 de-
creased for the first time in more than a decade -- dropping to 
4,462 in 2009 from 5,312 in 2008. (Click here to read the press 
release from NHTSA.)

Federal officials said traffic deaths involving all vehicles na-
tionwide fell 9.7 percent in 2009 -- from 37,423 in 2008 to 
33,808. The figure is the lowest since 1950. Traffic safety of-
ficials said that the decrease may be due to increased seat belt 
use, tougher enforcement of drunk driving laws and improved 
vehicle safety features.

According to NHTSA figures, motorcycling fatalities have 
decreased in the past -- from 1980 to 1997 -- but then fatalities 
increased steadily for 11 years. 2,294 motorcyclists were killed 
in 1998, and the number of fatalities rose each subsequent year, 
reaching 5,312 in 2008.

Moreland cautioned that there will be speculation about 
why motorcycling fatalities are down so significantly in 2009, 
and noted that there aren't any solid answers. 

"The motorcycling community looks forward to receiving 
some real answers about motorcycle crashes and what causes 
them from the new federal crash causation study that is under 
way at Oklahoma State University (OSU) through the Oklaho-
ma Transportation Center in Stillwater," Moreland said. "Then 
we can put our heads together to find solutions, reduce crashes 
and save more lives."

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is overseeing 
the just-begun, four-year, $3 million OSU study, which is the 
first major research on the subject in 30 years.

The last major study into the causes of motorcycle crashes 
was issued in January 1981. Called "Motorcycle Accident Cause 
Factors and Identification of Countermeasures Volume I: Tech-
nical Report," the study became known as the "Hurt Report," 
named after lead researcher Hugh "Harry" Hurt of the Univer-

sity of Southern California. Hurt was inducted into the Motor-
cycle Hall of Fame in 2007 for his pioneering work.

That study provided a wealth of data that has been used 
by organizations and individual motorcyclists to help keep rid-
ers safer on the road. But the traffic environment has changed 
enormously in the decades since, prompting the AMA to begin 
campaigning for a new study several years ago. n

About the American Motorcyclist Association
Since 1924, the AMA has protected the future of motorcycling and promoted the 
motorcycle lifestyle. AMA members come from all walks of life, and they navigate 
many different routes on their journey to the same destination: freedom on two 
wheels. As the world's largest motorcycling rights organization, the AMA advocates 
for motorcyclists' interests in the halls of local, state and federal government, the 
committees of international governing organizations, and the court of public opin-
ion. Through member clubs, promoters and partners, the AMA sanctions more 
motorsports competition and motorcycle recreational events than any other orga-
nization in the world. AMA members receive money-saving discounts from dozens 
of well-known suppliers of motorcycle services, gear and apparel, bike rental, trans-
port, hotel stays and more. Through the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame, the AMA 
preserves the heritage of motorcycling for future generations. For more informa-
tion, please visit AmericanMotorcyclist.com.
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For me, the joy of biking is very much about the road. The 
curves, the hills, the vistas; the road winding its way along the 
shore, disappearing over the hill, into the horizon. The end of 
the road; the end of the world. The beginning of the road; an 
adventure that is about to unfold. The road takes me where I’ve 
never been before, and were it not for the road I could not go 
there. 

Our “adventure” trip this summer took Elaine and me along 
the north shore of the St. Lawrence River to the end of the 
road in Natashquan, Quebec. The road ended there, but we 
and our bike were ferried to Labrador by the Nordik Express, a 
working boat that provided us food and bed, and for my bike a 
container all to itself. 

Once in Labrador the road continued on again, not for long 
(30 miles of paved road), but before it ended it connected with 
the eastern terminus of the Trans-Labrador Highway. Not all 
roads are paved and smooth, some are new and rough, muddy 
when wet, dusty when dry, waiting to surprise the unsuspecting 
rider with unknown challenges. But that must wait for another 
year…

The Road Less Traveled
By Wally Gingerich

From Labrador we ferried across to Newfoundland, and 
made our way down this lovely, welcoming province to still an-
other ferry that took us to Nova Scotia. From there the road 
brought us home again.

Roads offer the promise of new possibilities for the adven-
turous rider – roads not taken leave the possibilities unexplored. 
Robert Frost captured this sentiment in his well-known poem, 
The Road Not Taken, when wrote, “I took the one less traveled 
by, and that has made all the difference.” For me, the road does 
indeed make all the difference. n
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“Roads offer the promise of new possibilities for 
the adventurous rider – roads not taken leave the 

possibilities unexplored.” 



Steve Berger
Steve Berger rides a BMW F650CS, having moved up 

from a Yamaha Virago 3 years ago. Relatively new to riding, 
Steve rides pretty much every day and has put 20,000 miles on 
his F650. He has taken rides to Columbus, Chautauqua, and is 
planning a trip to Montreal. Steve joined the club to meet other 
riders and has already joined in on several group rides this sum-
mer. Steve lives in Beachwood, is a corporate lawyer working 
in solo practice, and maintains a restaurant food blog at www.c-
towneats.blogspot.com which has over 100 reviews of places 
to get some good grub. Welcome to BMWMOC, Steve. You’ll 
have to take us to some of those spots! 
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New Members
by Wally Gingerich

For Sale Club Classifieds
BMW OEM Spin-on Oil Filters 
Mahle OC91, BMW # 11-42-1-460-845 OEM oil filters. Fits Oilhead R and most K bikes. $10 each, 5 for $40. Plus shipping. 
Contact Frank at mrmrsp191@aol.com

Larry Kren
Larry started riding at age 10, a Suzuki 185, and has 

been riding since, mostly on older Triumphs and Harleys. 
Larry scored his first Airhead from a shop in New York City, 
a smoke red 1978 R100S, rode it for a couple years, then 
traded it even for a 1982 R100RT, which he subsequently 
sold to a guy in Kansas and used the proceeds to purchase a 
1977 R100RS from the Channel Islands, UK. 

He’s currently outfitting a 1992 K75S for distance rid-
ing with a R100RS fairing, RT bars, taller K100RS final drive, 
Russell seat, etc. Larry’s won an AHRMA National ½ mile flat 
track on a 1967 Bultaco 250 and recently did a track day at 
Nelson Ledges. Larry found his way to BMWMOC through 
his friends John and Robin Bova.

Larry lives in Olmsted Falls with his college sweetheart of 
20 years, and is a vegetarian mechanical engineer for a NASA 
contractor. He’s also into dog rescue and fostering, and thinks 
a poker run or other event to benefit local humane groups 
would be a good event. Larry, I hope you made that corner on 
the R100RS! n
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Yes, Harley is my real name. And no, there’s no relationship. 
But I do enjoy riding Harley-Davidsons, which comes in handy 
as the Cruiser & Custom Editor of Motorcycle USA.

Is BMW preparing to storm the electric-powered, two-
wheeled vehicle market? Its quest to produce a CO2-free ve-
hicle is no big secret. That quest is closer to becoming a reality 
as BMW’s British subsidiary, MINI, prepares to unveil.

The MINI Scooter E Concept features an electric motor in 
its rear wheel powered by a lithium-ion battery. It re-charges by 
plugging into any conventional power socket. Three versions of 
its electric scooter, the MINI Scooter E Concept, at the upcom-
ing 2010 Paris Motor Show. 

The MINI Scooter E Concept is powered by an electric 
motor integrated into the rear wheel. The motor is powered 
by a lithium-ion battery installed under the scooter’s seat that 
can be recharged at any conventional power socket using an 
on-board charging cable. The connecting cable is also neatly in-
tegrated into the rear of the MINI Scooter and its plug fits into 
any conventional three-pronged socket. 

The MINI Scooter E Concept mirrors its four-wheeled 
counterpart in many ways. Being touted as a great way to navi-
gate heavily congested urban centers, it is a very compact step-
through design. Its features were created to maintain the same 
proportional balance as the popular car, from the size of the 
scoot in relation to its 11-inch wheels to its small, round mir-
rors. The view from the front is dominated by a big, round pro-
jector headlight similar to the MINI Countryman while the two 
taillights are mounted outside the rear wheel fairing in an upright 
position. The shape of its rear hand grip was made with the rear 
spoiler of the MINI Cooper S in mind. The electric scooter’s 

front fender and curved body, however, are cues more reminis-
cent of vintage Lambretta scooters. 

The E-scooter targets the younger generation with its 
unique integration of mobile devices for operation and en-
tertainment. The cockpit has a center speedo with a snap-in 
adapter that plugs into a smartphone. The smartphone serves 
as the vehicle’s key, display and central control element. As soon 
as the rider docks their phone and switches it on, the scooter 
is ready to ride. The smartphone can be used as a navigation 
system, music player or telephone and can be connected to a 
Bluetooth system. Its speedo does work in its traditional role of 
displaying rider speed and it has a battery charge level display 
that lets riders know how many miles they’ve got until the ‘E’ 
runs out of juice. 

The MINI Scooter E Concept uses owner's smartphones 
as an ignition key. Riders can also run their music and navigation 
system through their phones while riding. 

The new eco scooter even delves into the realm of so-
cial networking. Navigation functions can be supplemented by 
a special map view in Google Maps that indicates the current 
position of other scooters from the brand in the area. MINI 
Scooter E Concept riders who are listed as friends can be iden-
tified while out scooting around and at the push of a button, 
they can be invited to join the ride. The scooter has even been 
programmed with a greeting function. 

Initially there are two different variations, a two-seater and 
a solo rider package. The solo saddle represents the sportier 
version with a dark brown leather seat and its upholstery sport-
ing a “used look.” The MINI Scooter E Concept is being shown 
in three color schemes. The red/white/blue variation is a tribute 
to the Minis of yesteryear and the whole Mod movement that 
embraced them. There’s also a neon green/grey scheme and a 

Electric BMW Scooter? - MINI Scooter E Concept
(MotorcycleUSA) Bryan Harley, Cruiser Editor
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What is BMW?
BMW =Bayerische Motoren Werke AG
BMW = Bikes Made Well
BMW = Break My Wallet
BMW = Bring More Wampum
BMW = Bavarian Motorcycles for Wimps
BMW = Basic Marin Wheels
BMW = Badly Made Wobbler
BMW = Big Middleclass Wagon
BMW = Brilliant Marvelous Wonderful
BMW = Bavarian Motorcycling Wonder
BMW = Bulging Monoshock Wanderer
BMW = Big Money Waste
BMW = Brick Motor Wheezer
BMW = Beats Me, Wilhelm
BMW = Bash My Windshield
BMW = Bring More Wrenches!
BMW = But Mine Works (best said around Harley riders)
BMW = Borrow Money Weekly
BMW = Bitch, Moan and Whine
BMW = Beste Motorrad der Welt =  

Best Motorcycle in the World
BMW = Be My Wings
BMW = Born Moderately Wealthy
BMW = Bring Money With you
BMW = Bei Mercedes Weggeworfen =  

Discarded By Mercedes
BMW = Bad Mother Wheels
BMW = Bigger Meaner Wheelies
BMW = Blau Mit Weiß
BMW = Bitte macht Weg (get out of the way, please)
BMW = Begone, My Wages! n

British Racing Green 
for the solo seater 
that “harks back to 
classic racing cars.” 

The minds be-
hind the MINI Scoot-
er E Concept have 
also left room for 
customization. The 
scooter features an aluminum rail system like the one first seen 
on the MINI Countryman. Attachments available for the center 
rail include tailor-made 

Will the MINI Scooter E Concept make it into production? 
We'll have to see how warmly it's received at the 2010 Paris 
Motor Show first. 

helmet holders as well as holders for umbrellas, sunglasses 
and thermos flasks. An aftermarket music player specially de-
signed for the scoot also attaches to the center rail while two 
compartments on the inside of the front fairing allow for stowing 
personal items. 

The time it takes to charge the MINI Scooter E Concept 
and its range were not mentioned. Being a concept vehicle, no 
price has been set either. 

Will the MINI Scooter E Concept make it into production? 
Think about it. It has a parent company, BMW, who’s eager to 
plunge into the zero-emissions market. It combines a vintage 
step-through design and smooth, rounded lines in a technologi-
cally advanced package – electric motor, lithium-ion batteries, 
and smartphone integration. Quiet, compact, urban efficient and 
eco-friendly, the only way it wouldn’t sell is if MINI sets its MSRP 
too high. Otherwise, we’d be surprised if you don’t see them on 
a roadway in your neighborhood in the near future. n


