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Here it is, March 1st, and I find myself wondering where the last two months went. Usually at this time of 

year, I am wondering why time has slowed to a crawl as we endure dear Mother Nature’s slow march of sea-

sonal change. Perhaps it is because time is relative (the more of it we experience the faster it seems to pass us 

by) or perhaps it is because at the end of this year I will be retiring from a job of over 50 years and I still have 

a boatload of projects to wrap up.  

Another terminus on my horizon is my position as “interim”  newsletter editor. I picked up the mantle after 

Dom and Kristen with the understanding that I’d be filling in until another’s arm could be twisted. Having an-

nounced my planned departure from the position last fall, I was hopeful that someone might  answer the call 

but I was not very optimistic. Sadly, it appears that my suspicions were valid. 

In discussing the matter with fellow members, we have come to realize that the functions of the newsletter 

have been taken over by the convenience of email, the club’s website, the club Shutterfly site, our Facebook 

and YouTube pages and our Google calendar. All of these sources have the immediacy that the quarterly 

newsletter lacks. And the fact that the newsletter is now emailed as a .pdf and no longer exists as a hard copy 

seems to add another veritable nail in it’s own coffin. 

The scriptures tell us that to every thing, there is a season. Perhaps the “season” of the newsletter has passed. 

A web search for the impact of social media on newsletters suggests just that, or at least, that newsletters are 

now integrated into the fabric of social media and reside on-line in the vacuous ether of  cyberspace. 

In the meantime, I have committed to one last issue, that being the Summer 2020 Issue. Following that, what 

becomes of this veritable rag remains to be seen. 

 

Pat Corrigan 

Pat Corrigan 

 

The CCN will be published quarterly, at 

the beginning of each season.  We       

welcome and encourage member        

submissions.    

Deadlines for submissions are: 

Spring CCN                          March 15 

Summer CCN                      June 15 

Fall CCN                                September 15 

Winter CCN                         December 15    

The BMW MOC is Chartered Club #196  

with both the BMW MOA and the BMW RA  

national organizations. The BMW MOC is a Not-For

-Profit Corporation of the Great State of Ohio  

consisting of about 175 riding enthusiasts mostly 

in the Northeast Ohio Area.  

The Club is an active group with a common 

interest in BMW Motorcycles and the people who 

ride them. 

https://bmwmoc.org/
https://bmwmoc.shutterfly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/159548024900578/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnf7ZbBebrWv-_KiaH_QLmw?view_as=subscriber
https://bmwmoc.org/calendar/simple-grouped-calendar/
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Dennis Owens 

Well it has happened!  We sprung forward last weekend 3/8, and now Spring is upon us.  By 
now everyone has either gotten their bikes out and are already riding, or you soon well be.  
Please by all means, check everything, the condition of your tire, the lights, all of them, make 
sure that the battery is charged and your electronics are not draining your power. (If you are 
not sure how to check these items, the Spring Tune Up Clinic is a good place to learn how.) We 
all want to get on the road as soon as the weather breaks, but don't let your rush to get out 
and enjoy the sunshine be the reason that you visit the ER.  As we look forward to our riding 
season, keep an eye in the FB page, and all of our other social media methods, so that you are 
aware of our east side and west side monthly rides.   

And for all who want to know all you ever wanted to know about Base Camp, don't miss the 
training on April 11, being provided by Road Captain Wally. 

Until the Summer issue, be safe and get out and enjoy the ride. 
 

Dennis Owens 
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BaseCamp Users Group  

Last year, in the interest of developing a better working knowledge of the Garmin BaseCamp mapping 
software, and under the tutelage of Road Captain Wally Gingerich, the BMW MOC BaseCamp Users 
Group was established. The group is open to all club members. Two meetings are planned for the Spring 
of 2020. The first meeting will be held on Saturday, March 14th from 10 AM to noon at the Garfield Hts. 
Branch/Cuyahoga County Library, located at 5409 Turney Rd, Cleveland, OH 44125. The second meet-
ing, scheduled for the same time and location, will be held on Saturday, April 11, 2020. 

Please note that the May 14th Meeting has been cancelled by the library.  
Stay tuned for status on the April 11th meeting. 

If you would like to improve your GPS route planning skills, bring your laptop, your GPS and join us. 
 

Helpful Links: 
 

  Garmin BaseCamp for PC: An Introduction 
 

  Garmin BaseCamp: How to Create a Route from Scratch 
 

  Garmin Adventures: How To Create Using Garmin Basecamp 

 

Got Videos of Club Activities? 
 

Share them with the Club’s YouTube Page!  
 

Send your files to Pat Corrigan at fotopat@aol.com 

Congratulations to distinguished club members Don Walker and Sandi 
Valois on their Top 25 Winners placements the in men’s and women’s 

categories of the BMWMOA 2019 Summer Mileage Contest. 
 

The BMW MOC was well represented with numerous 
finishers in the contest. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X3fmNBCL9R4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U75KTv-dxB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q63tB6nBU2w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnf7ZbBebrWv-_KiaH_QLmw
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BMW MOC BaseCamp Users Group Meeting 

Sat., March 14, 2020 from 10 AM - noon 

Garfield Hts. Branch/Cuyahoga County Library 

CANCELLED BY LIBRARY 

 

March Moto Madness 

March 26- 29, 2020 

801 Steer Creek Road 

Tellico Plains, TN  

  

BMW MOC Board Meeting 

March 26, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

Brooklyn Branch / Cuyahoga County Library 

4480 Ridge Road, Cleveland, OH  44144  

 

BMW MOC Membership Meeting 

April 2, 2020 at 7:00 PM 

Rock Point Church 

27070 Detroit Road, Westlake, OH  44145 

 

BMW MOC BaseCamp Users Group Meeting 

Sat., April 11, 2020 from 10 AM - noon 

Garfield Hts. Branch/Cuyahoga County Library 

5409 Turney Rd, Cleveland, OH 44125 

 

BMW RA Ohio Spring Campout 

April 24 – 26, 2020 

Kokosing Valley Camp and Canoe 

25860 Coshocton Road, Howard, Ohio 43028 

 

BMW MOC Spring Picnic & Tune Up Clinic 

Saturday, April 25, 2020 / 10 AM til ? 

Hosted by Paul and Diane Koontz 

6235 Lafayette Road, Medina, OH 

 

 

Visit the calendar on the BMW MOC web site for an updated list of events, dates, locations and times. 

BMW MOC Membership Meeting 

May 7, 2020 

TBD 

TBD 

 

Great Hopewell Road Rally 

May 1 - 3, 2020 

Hocking Hills Jellystone Campground  

22245 State Route 278, Nelsonville, OH 

  

Georgia Mountain Rally 

May 1 – 3, 2020 

Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds 

Hiawassee, GA 

 

European Riders Rally 

May 14 - 17, 2020 

Veterans Memorial Park, Burkesville, KY 

 

Battlefield Memorial Workers Rally  

May 15 - 17, 2020 

Artillery Ridge Campground 

610 Taneytown Rd.,  

Gettysburg National Military Park  

  

BMW MOC Board Meeting 

May 28, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

Brooklyn Branch / Cuyahoga Cty. Library 

4480 Ridge Road, Cleveland, OH  44144 

 

Americade 

June 2 - 6, 2020 

Lake George, NY 

 

 

 

http://www.marchmotomadness.com/index.htm
https://bmwra.org/events/bmw-ra-ohio-spring-camp-out/
http://www.bmwmoa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1030374&group=
https://bmwmcoga.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=243122&module_id=243396
https://bmwmcon.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=433756&module_id=326576&sl=1096838628
https://www.bmwmoa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1173962&group=
https://www.americade.com/
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BMW MOC Membership Meeting 

June 4, 2020 

TBD 

TBD 

 

Laurel Highlands BMW Riders Campout 

June 5 – 7, 2020 

Pioneer Park Campground, Somerset, PA 

 

BMW MOA National Rally 

June 25 - 27, 2020 

Montana Expo Park, Great Falls, MT 

  

AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days 

July 10 - 12, 2020 

Mid - Ohio Sports Car Course, Lexington, OH 

 

Fuel Cleveland 

July 25, 2020 from 12 - 8 pm 

Twist Drill Cleveland 

4700 Lakeside Ave., Cleveland, OH 

 

 

GS Giants Go Big Rally – Rock Lobster 

August 6 – 9, 2020 

Bobriwka 

82 Fritz Road, Colebrook, CT  06021 

 

Finger Lakes Rally 

Sept.  4 - 7, 2020 

Watkins Glen Hidden Valley Group Camp  

Watkins Glen, NY 

 

MOA Getaway - Pine Mountain 

Sept. 11 - 13, 2020 

Pine Mountain State Resort 

1050 State Park Rd.,  Pineville, KY  40977 

 

BMW RA Annual Rally 

September 17- 19, 2020 

Haywood County Fairgrounds, Waynesville, NC 

 

Wailin’ Wayne Weekend 

September 10 - 13, 2020 

New Straitsville, OH 

Check the BMW MOC Website Calendar for more & current information  
and updates. Send event info to fotopat@aol.com 

 

Wednesday Morning Breakfast and Ride 
Each Wednesday we meet for breakfast at Bob Evans located at:  

 

266 Highland Road E, (Rt. 8 & I-271), Macedonia, OH 44056 
 

Club members usually arrive before 9 and by 10 we are ready to ride. 
If it’s lousy weather, we just go home, or maybe not. We decide at 10. 

At least come out for breakfast.

https://www.bmwmoa.org/m/event_details.asp?id=1178791
http://rally.bmwmoa.org/
https://www.amavintagemotorcycledays.com/
http://fuelcleveland.blogspot.com/
http://www.fingerlakesbmw.org/rally/
https://www.wailinwayneweekend.com/
https://bmwmoc.org/events/
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The National Packard Museum is open Tuesday through Saturday from12:00pm to 5:00pm, and on 
Sunday  from 1:00pm to 5:00pm. Admission is $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for seniors (65 and older), 
$5.00 for children (aged 7-12), and children under 7 are free. Cameras and flash photography are 
welcome. For group rates or more information, please call  330-394-1899. 
 

The museum is located at 1899 Mahoning Avenue N.W., Warren OH 44483   

tel:(330)%20394-1899
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The 2020 BMW Riders Association’s annual rally 
will be held  

September 7 – 9, 2020 

Haywood County Fairgrounds 
Waynesville, North Carolina 

 

 
 

The 2020 BMW MOA International Rally will be held at 
the Montana ExpoPark in Great Falls, Montana from  

June 25 - 27, 2020.  
 

 

 Join the GS Giants at the 
2020 Go Big Rally - Rock Lobster 

August 6-9, 2020  
at 

Bobriwka 
Colebrook, CT 

For more info, contact: 
Rob Nye @ 860-258-9016   
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Holiday Party 

Woodside Event Center, Broadview Heights, OH 

January 11, 2020 
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2019 MoCal Standings 

   1st Place  Pat Corrigan    770 
   2nd Place  Mike Sikora    603 
   3rd Place  Wally Gingerich   475 
   4th Place  Roger Pivonka   291 
   5th Place  Paul Mitchell   225 
   6th Place  Rich Franz    218 
   7th Place  Sandy Valois    209 
   8th Place  Bill Penney    196 
   9th Place  Lon Herman    168 
   10th Place  Steve Clarke    158 

The MoCal Grand Tour topic for 2020 will entail both (A) Motorcycle Dealerships or M/C Parts 
Stores and (B) Golfing Facilities. You must submit a picture from each location to garner the  
points available for the effort. Golf Facilities are categorized as (1) Courses - good for 3 points, 
(2) Driving Ranges - good for 2 points and (3) Miniature Golf Games - good for 1 point each. 
For each separate location, you must submit a photo which includes the facility identity (a 
sign with name), yourself and (at least part of) your motorcycle. At the motorcycle dealer-
ships or parts store, you must show the same items as above in the photo but you must also 
include an article of golf paraphernalia (a golf club, a golf ball, a tee or what have you).  

Consult the MoCal Points 2020 Opportunities List on the following pages for a complete list of 
point opportunities and what is required for each. Let’s get out there! Be creative, be safe 
and have fun. Your photos and other documentation must be submitted to Don Poremski in 
order to claim your points. 

2019 Top Finishers, Mike Sikora, Pat Corrigan and Wally Gingerich 
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     RESIDENCE MEETING Hold monthly meeting at your home ........................... 15 Pts. 

     ARRANGE MONTHLY MTG. Contact restaurant/bar .................................................. 5 Pts. 

     ATTEND MONTHLY MEETING Show up, sign attendance sheet ..................................... 1 Pt. 

     RIDE TO MONTHLY MEETING Attend after arriving on two wheels ................................. 1 Pt. 

     BRING GUEST TO MEETING Bring guest, sign attendance sheet ................................. 1 Pt. 

     NAME TAG DISPLAYED Wear your name tag at club event……………………….1 Pt. 

     MEETING ACTIVITY Conduct 50/50 or raffle .................................................. 2 Pts. 

     BOARD MEETING Hold board meeting your home ................................... 10 Pts. 

 Attend Board Meeting…………………………………….5 Pts. 

     RALLY CHAIRPERSON Micro Rally & Oktoberfest.. ......................................... 25 Pts. 

     RALLY TASK LEADER Perform rally task to assist chair ................................... 5 Pts. 

     RALLY TASK VOLUNTEER Help out as required at rally .......................................... 2 Pts. 

     BOARD MEMBER President, Vice President, Secretary,  
Treasurer, Directors, ................................................... 10 Pts. 

     ROAD CAPTAIN Take on club ride and function responsibilities……….25 Pts. 

     NEWSLETTER EDITOR Create quarterly newsletter ......................................... 25 Pts. 

     STORY/REPORT FOR CCN Submit story for newsletter ............................................ 3 Pts. 

     RIDE*LEADER Lead rides from breakfast or rallies ............................... 3 Pts. 

     RIDE LEADER BONUS Lead more than 3 bikes, report names ......................... 2 Pts. 

     RIDE PARTICIPANT Ride with leader of above ................................................ 1 Pt. 

     RIDE PARTICIPANT BONUS Attend ride with 3 or more bikes ..................................... 1 Pt. 

     LARGE GROUP BONUSES More than 5 bikes- ........................................................ 2 Pts. 

 More than 8 bikes ........................................................... 4 Pts 

 More than 12 bikes…………………………………………5 Pts 

     BREAKFAST ONLY Attend breakfast, no ride ................................................. 1 Pt. 

     CLUB COMMITTEE HEAD Membership, Ads, Country Store, etc. …………………5 Pts. 

     COMMITTEE ASSISTANT Aid committee as needed .............................................. 2 Pts. 

     BMWMOC GRAND TOUR 2020     Turn in a picture of yourself and/or your machine next  

 to a sign designating a golf facility or motorcycle  

                                                              dealer with opposite sport clothing or hardware.  

                                                              Golf Course or country club                                          3 Pts.,  

 Driving range                                                                2 Pts. 

                                                              Miniature golf,                                                               1 Pt.  

                                                              Motorcycle dealer or parts store                                   3 Pts. 

(con’t.) 
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     BANNER PHOTO Submit photo of group attending a motorcycle function –  

 rally, ride…………………………………………….……..3 Pts 

 Display club banner or neckerchief at function………..3 Pts.  

     WEBMEISTER Maintain club web site ................................................. 25 Pts. 

     NEW MEMBER SPONSOR Sponsor new member who joins ................................... 5 Pts. 

     NEW MEMBER BONUS Join club ......................................................................... 5 Pts. 

     BOARD AWARDS Points awarded to outstanding Members .................... 10 Pts. 

 as voted at November Board Meeting 

 

* A “Club Ride” is defined as at least two club members AND two motorcycles. 

In addition to the opportunity to vie for prestige, trophies and prize money, for every 10 MoCal 

points each member receives during the given season, members receive a MoCal decal and a tick-

et bearing their name goes into a hopper for a drawing for a gift certificate from a local sponsor. 

The name of the winner is drawn at the annual holiday party following the recognition of the years 

MoCal winners. The happy winner of the 2019 drawing was Chris Desimone, who received a One 

Hundred Dollar gift certificate from the Mathias BMW dealership in New Philadelphia, Ohio. The 

next time you are down that way, please let them know we appreciate their sponsorship of our club. 
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The BMW MOA national mileage contest entrants and winners list was posted in 

the March 2020 edition of the BMW ON magazine. Many of our club members 

were on the list. Of particular note are our own Don Walker and Sandi Valois. Don 

was 1st in the Ohio entrants category, and 6th in the national men’s category. Sandi  

ranked 22nd in the national women’s category. 
 

BMWMOC 2019 Summer Mileage Contest Finishers 
 

                               Don Walker              35,653   #6 Mens Finisher 

Steve Clarke              17,862 

Wally Gingerich       13,943 

Mike Sikora               11,596 

Karl Hoffman            11,593 

Mike Kanczak            10,116 

                                     Sandi Valois                 9,585   #22 Ladies Finisher 

Larry Bloomenkranz    8,279 

 Paul Mitchell               7,697 

  Jerry Riha                    7,554 

  Kurt Shreffler              7,251 

  Mary Riha                    7,245 

  Roger Pivonka             5,491 

  Joe Boal                       4,681 

  Bob Gibbs                    3,512 

  Barry Spencer              3,129 

  Judy Gau                         397 

 

Congratulations to all of the participants! 
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Suspension Tuning - Part 3 

By Wally Gingerich 

Suspension Tuning – Part 3: Setting Correct Sag 

In the last installment we measured rider sag (you on the bike with your gear on) and learned that it should be at or near 30% of 

the total travel of your suspension. If you have too little sag you’ll be sitting too high in the suspension, never using the bottom 

portion  and you’ll likely have a rough  ride to boot. Conversely, if you have too much  sag you’ll be sitting too far down  In  the  

suspension and probably bottoming out. As a rule of thumb, if rider sag is less than 25% or more than 40% of total travel it’s time 

to get the tools out and get it closer to the 30% target. It’s really not that difficult, and you may be surprised at the difference cor-

rect sag makes in your ride. 

Sag is all about springs. The springs in forks and shock absorbers are under preload (partially compressed) when they are installed. 

If you don’t have enough rider sag on your bike you will need to decrease spring preload so the bike sits lower, whereas if you have 

too much sag you will increase preload so your bike sits higher. If adjusting the preload doesn’t do enough to get you near 30% of 

travel you’ll need to change your springs. 

Adjusting rear sag – shock absorbers 

Rear suspension uses one or two shock absorbers – modern bikes usually have one shock whereas older airheads have two. A 

shock absorber consists of a tube filled with oil, a piston inside it that slides up and down, and a coil spring on the outside. When 

you sit on the bike or run over a bump the spring compresses, and when you go over a pothole or use the front brake the spring 

expands. The movement of the spring is controlled (damped) by the oil inside the tube that regulates how fast the piston and cylin-

der can move up and down (more on that in the next installment when we discuss damping).  

Springs are always installed with a certain amount of preload (compression) that is set by a moveable collar on one end of the 

spring. BMWs built in the 1990s and later usually have a remote preload adjuster on the rear shock, a small cylinder with a knob on 

it that you just turn to increase or decrease preload on the spring. Check your owner’s manual to find where the preload adjuster 

is on your bike. Turning the knob clockwise increases preload and raises the rear; counter clockwise decreases preload and lowers 

the rear. Unless you are very light or very heavy the remote adjuster should be all you need to get proper sag.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shocks that don’t have a remote preload adjuster will have a pair of notched concentric rings at one end of the spring that can be 

turned to change preload, or a collar with three or four steps on it that changes preload when you rotate it. In both cases you’ll 

need the spanner (that came with your tool kit) to turn the rings. If your shock has the concentric rings and you need more sag I 

wouldn’t recommend reducing preload too much – you should have a minimum of 4 or 5 mm. Likewise, I wouldn’t recommend 

increasing preload more than 10 or 15 mm. If the spring is already under a lot of preload you may need to take it to a suspension 

shop that has a spring compressor.    
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For example, if you need to change rider sag by 10 mm try changing spring preload by 3 or 4 mm and see where that puts rider sag. 

You may have to fiddle around a bit with the amount of preload to get rider sag where you want it. Some springs are progressively 

wound and will respond differently than linear wound springs. Suspension is ALWAYS trial and error! 

If you find that adjusting preload isn’t enough to get proper sag you’ll need to change the spring, or better yet get a shock designed 

for you, your bike, and the kind of riding you do. Changing springs changes the amount of damping needed for a controlled ride, so 

putting a different spring on the shock you have may result in too little or too much damping and a poor ride.   

To summarize, use the remote preload adjuster if you have one to change the preload on the spring until you get correct sag. If you 

don’t have a remote adjuster you’ll need to use a spanner to rotate the collar or concentric rings at one end of the spring to change 

preload. If a lot of change is needed you should seriously consider upgrading to a new shock with the correct spring in it. 

 

Adjusting front sag – fork springs 

Many BMWs built in the 1990s and later have telelever suspension in the front that uses a shock absorber to control suspension. If 

your bike has a telelever just follow the procedure above to adjust the preload on the shock to get the correct sag.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All BMW airheads, F-Series bikes, and older K bikes use conventional forks in the front. Forks consist of two legs in which an inner 

tube slides inside an outer tube with a spring inside that controls how much the legs collapse. The top of the fork is attached to the 

bike through triple trees and the steering tube, and the lower end is attached to the wheel through the axle. The springs inside 

control how much the forks compress under the weight of the bike and rider. If you have too much sag in front you need to in-

crease preload on the fork springs; if you have too little you need to decrease preload.  

 Adjusting preload with forks is a little different than it is with shocks. Fork springs are often installed with a spacer at the top that 

determines the amount of preload on the spring. You simply install shorter or longer spacers as needed to get the correct preload 

and sag. PVC tubing that you get at hardware stores makes good spacers, with a washer between the spacer and the top of the 
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spring to protect the spacer. The same cautions apply as above – make sure you have at least some preload on the springs when 

the forks are fully extended, and don’t increase the spacers more than 40 or 50 mm. If changing spacers (preload) doesn’t result in 

the correct sag you’ll need to get different springs.  

Once in a while you’ll find a forks that have no spacers. You can try adding spacers to decrease sag but if you need more sag you 

are out of luck. In any case, you are probably better off just getting new springs. Fork springs cost approximately $100 to $150 a 

pair.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sourcing springs and shocks 

Fortunately, there is good aftermarket support for suspension parts for our BMWs in the event that you need to source different 

springs or shocks. I have used two different venders and have been very pleased with both: EPM Performance in New Jersey 

(http://epmperf.com/) and Ted Porter’s Beemer Shop in California (https://www.beemershop.com/). Some BMW dealers sell sus-

pension components and you’ll find many independent shops that are competent, but I like the two shops above because they are 

both very knowledgeable about BMWs and specialize in suspension. They will work with you to make sure you get the correct com-

ponents, and exchange parts if needed to get you set up right.  

 

 

 

Many thanks to Wally Gingerich for sharing his knowledge and experience with this most helpful  
series of articles on one of the most overlooked areas of bike maintenance. 

 
You can find Part I of this Series in the Fall 2018 Issue of the CCN 

and Part 2 in the Winter 2018 Issue. 

http://epmperf.com/
https://www.beemershop.com/
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Tales from the Road 



“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter                                                                                                            Page 25 

 



“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter                                                                                                            Page 26 

 



“CCN” BMWMOC’s Quarterly Newsletter                                                                                                            Page 27 

 

Avid Motorcyclist And Accomplished Drummer Neil Peart Dies 
The rhythm, heart and soul of Rush was also crazy about motorcycles. 

 

By Andrew Cherney, Jan. 13, 2020 for CycleWorld 
 

It was with heavy hearts that we absorbed the news late of master drummer Neil Peart’s death last week of 
brain cancer. Peart may have been better known as the heart of the band Rush, but he was also an intensely 
passionate rider and itinerant traveler in his later years. He lost his years long battle with glioblastoma, which 
his bandmates Geddy Lee and Alex Lifeson confirmed in a tweet seen on Rush’s Twitter page (@rushtheband) 
on Friday. Peart had “lost his incredibly brave three and a half year battle with brain cancer” at the age of 67 
earlier in the week.  
Renowned as one of the greatest drummers in rock history, “The Professor” also became a prolific writer,  
eager traveler, and, eventually, an avid motorcyclist over the course of his decades-long career. He joined Lee 
and Lifeson in 1974 in the dynamic prog-rock trio before calling it quits several years ago; his final dates with 
Rush came in 2015, for the R40 Live tour. Peart had said he wanted to keep his family at the center of his life.  
In a Cycle World story in 2018 Peart was quoted as saying, “When I’m riding my motorcycle, I’m glad to be 
alive. When I stop riding my motorcycle, I’m glad to be alive.” 
Peart carried on the theme of motorcycling’s redemptive powers with 2006’s Roadshow: Landscape with 
Drums: A Concert Tour by Motorcycle, in which he chronicled the band’s 30th anniversary tour. He then     
embarked on his own parallel tour, riding between all those gigs on his BMW R 1200 GS covering 21,000 
miles over 19 countries. The goal then, he said, was to document “the biggest journey of all in my restless  
existence: the life of a touring musician.” Ever the enthusiast, Peart even invited Motorcyclist’s Editor-in-Chief 
Brian Catterson to ride with him from Vancouver, Canada, to Seattle, Washington, for part of the 2011 tour 
on his BMW R 1200 GS. 
 

For more on Neil Peart, see the article by  Dr, Rich Atkins in the March 2020 BMW MOA Owner’s News. 

https://www.cycleworld.com/hundred-miles-before-breakfast-beautiful-life-rush-drummer-and-motorcyclist-neil-peart/
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New BMWMOC Member Roger Chaplin 

Roger Chaplin joined BMWMOC after first receiving his membership with BMWMOA. He thought there might be a local club with 
activities and with the aid of the Internet found www.bmwmoc.org  His first BMWMOC meeting was this September at the Hun-
tington Beach Pavilion in Bay Village. 
Roger has been riding for about six years with his first moto a Suzuki GS 550 4-stroke.  After fighting chain issues, he moved on to a 

Honda 900 Custom.  Forget the chain, now there’s a driveshaft and 10 forward gears!  

Now the ride is a reliable R1150RT, his 1st Beemer.  This bike is Roger’s primary choice for commuting to work which can be a 50- or 

100-mile round trip depending which office where he chooses to develop Firmware (the 1’s and 0’s that reside in all of our digital 

gadgets).  

Checking the club calendar, Roger joined BMWMOC Road Captain Wally G and a group of riders to the Spaghetti House in Steuben-

ville for his initiation into a group ride experiencing a bit of “chip seal” riding on the way.  When asked if there was anything unusu-

al or unique in his riding “kit”, Roger shared that he carries a cargo net and lashing straps to secure “odds ‘n ends” or small grocery 

items.   

Besides his motorcycle adventures, Roger and his wife enjoy endless landscaping projects on their quiet cul-de-sac. 

Roger’s future riding goal is to visit the Smokey Mountains and roads like the Cherohala Skyway and Deal’s Gap! He would also like 

to visit Iceland and experience “Fire & Ice” on a motorcycle. 

My final question to Roger was, “What do you want to be when you grow up?  He answered simply, RICH! 

When you see Roger at a club event, welcome him to our BMWMOC! 

By Paul Mitchell 

http://www.bmwmoc.org
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New BMWMOC Member Don Cernanec 

Our new BMWMOC Member joined our club based on a personal friendship with VP, Paul Koontz and attending the revival of the 
“Spring Tune-Up Clinic/Picnic” in April of this year. He mentioned that he met many of the attendees and was impressed with the 
friendliness of our members. 

Don is no novice to riding and after the typical mid-life hiatus of family, work and other interests and responsibilities, he jumped 
back into the saddle on a 2015 Yamaha Super Ténéré!   A previous ride in his 15 years of moto experience was a 175 cc Kawa-
saki Enduro! 

Interestingly, a similar but unrelated in two-wheeling, is Don’s interest in bicycle racing. As well as an avid racer, he also became a 
USA Cycling Official and performed duties as an on-the road referee!  There is a certain thrill being able to zoom down secured 
city streets as a pillion with a skilled motorcycle rider to evaluate the bicycle racers adherence to the strict rules of street racing. 

Don rides as often as he can with an average of 5-6 days a week in the season as long as the ice, snow, or salt isn’t on the roads. 
His favorite rides are in the vicinity of Marlington, WV and roads like the Highland Scenic Highway SR 150.  He also recommends 
the Old Clark Inn a B&B in Marlington. A future destination and further south are the Smokies and The Dragon of Deal’s Gap. 

Before joining the BMWMOC, he preferred solo riding but has joined the Wednesday Romeo Juliet members that start at Bob 
Evans in Macedonia and explore the back roads of NE Ohio and western Pennsylvania.  Don recommended to our Ride Captain 
Wally Gingerich that the club should have an organized ride on the Old Port Washington Road also called the Buffalo Road. Wally 
plotted a Wednesday ride for the morning group, and we ended in Gnadenhutten for a great lunch at the “Tents of Grace” restau-
rant. That is a rough translation from German which can also be “Log Tabernacle”.  Since then, Pat Corrigan organized a Black 
Sheep & Friends ride along the same “trail”. (See the BMWMOC Facebook page for details) Thanks Don for that route and the 
great times for all who have ridden it. 

When asked on his dream riding destination he shared without hesitation, The European Alps! 

Retirement has been great, he admitted after accepting the offer he couldn’t refuse from the Ford Motor Company where he 
worked at Engine Plant #2 as a Maintenance Machine Repairman.  

One of my final interview questions is always, “What do you want to be when you grow up?  He shared an answer that his wife 
has said many times; he will NEVER grow up! 

Please welcome Don to the BMWMOC when you meet him at future club events. 

By Paul Mitchell 
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http://www.re-psycle.com/
http://www.sillsmotor.com/
http://www.stopngo.com/
https://www.cyclegear.com/
https://bmwmoc.com/
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