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                    President’s Message 
  Gruß zu jeder!Gruß zu jeder!Gruß zu jeder!Gruß zu jeder!    
The summer is moving fast, just like my K1200R.  

I can’t believe it is already August.  But I am happy 
to report that we have some fun events and rides               
  so far this summer. 

 

Since the last Spring’s ’13 CNN we had several club rides and our big Spring Rally.  On May 11th we had 
the Packard Museum ride led by Pat Corrigan.  We had over a dozen bikes ride from Bob Evans in So-
lon to the National Packard Museum.  There we treated with a safety presentation from the Motorcycle 
foundation and look into the past of vintage motorcycles and of course Packards. 

 

The Spring Kick Off ride was held on May 18th.  There we met at the Original House of Pancakes in 
Woodmere.  The ride was led by Wally Gingerich.  The group was large enough that we had to split into 
two groups, with the other led by Pat C.  The weather cooperated and was perfect riding temperature. 
We made a couple of stops along the way including the Holden Arboretum and ended nice lunch at Mary 
Yoder’s Amish Kitchen in Middlefield.  The only real casualty was that Wally’s GS back break caught on 
fire about 30 minutes into the ride.  Wally sucked it up and continued to lead the ride without a back 
break! 

The next day on May 19th there was the Scoot n’Shoot hosted by Sir Paul Koontz and Lady Di.  I person-
ally missed the “scoot” but made it for the food and “shoot”.  I heard from a number of folks that I missed 
a great ride led by Paul.  The weather again turned out to be perfect and after the ride the dozen or so 
got treated to some good eats.  The shooting lasted a good while.  We had fun shooting at golf balls and 
having the pleasure of shooting off Darwin Jr’s shotgun… brought smiles too many faces! 

The big event, the Spring Micro Rally Pig Roast was held on the weekend of June 7-9th.  This year better 
weather was on order and it was delivered!  We had close to 70 in attendance throughout the weekend.  
On Friday we were treated with Nancy’s beef stew and a nice warm camp fire shared by many friends.  
Saturday we woke up a nice pancake breakfast with Mickey and Cathy at the griddle.  After fueling up 
from break Pat C. led the group of on fun ride to Longaberger basket store in Frazeysburg and then to a 
nice lunch in Gambier, OH.  Coming back to the campsite Nancy & Phil Nerandzic and others were hard 
at work preparing for the evening’s feast… pig roast!  In the meantime, Don Poremski led the field 
events and had blast and a lot of laughs.  We of course had our membership meeting and door prizes, 
everyone was a winner!  After the big feast we retreated to the fire where were entertained by Sam Stelt-
ing’s wonderful violin playing.  What a fantastic event!  Looking forward to the Fall Rally Oktoberfest! 

The last couple of rides were the Hopedale Run, Ride to the AMA races and Dual Sport ride.  The Hope-
dale run was led by none other than Pat C. and it was nice to see the turnout for the ride to the Fallen 
Rider Memorial to honor and remember Brian McClellan and family.  The AMA races were action packed 
and again beautiful weather.  So far the only ride that had some wet weather was the most recent dual 
sport ride, seven braved the weather… but hey you are dual sport riders. 

 

I can’t predict what type of weather or turnout we will have over the next couple of months, but we have 
been lucking out on great weather and great attendance.   I can however pretty much guarantee you will 
have a lot of fun on a club ride or club event.  I am looking forward to the next club ride and upcoming 
fall rally.  Summer is fast and the riding season will quickly start to dwindle.  I hope to see you at the next 
event.  Until then, have fun on the road and be safe! 
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Finger Lakes Rally 

August 30th-Sept 2nd 

Watkins Glen, NY 

 

Membership Meeting  

September 5th, 7 PM 

Sweetwater Landing 

Rocky River Reservation 

Cleveland Metro Parks 

 

Scoot ‘n Shoot + Ride 

September 15th,10 AM 

Koontz Residence 

6235 Lafayette Rd 

Medina 

 

BMWMOC Oktoberfest  

September 20th-22nd 

Whispering Hills RV Park 

Shreeve, OH 

 

Directors Meeting  

September 26th 7:00:PM 

Harry Buffalo 

18605 Detroit Ave 

Cleveland 

 

Tappean-Moravian Ride 

September 28th 

Ck web calendar for 

Details 

 

Buckeye Beemer Rally 

August 30-Sept 2 

Whispering Hills RV Park 

Shreeve, OH 

 

 

Membership Meeting  

September 5th, 7 PM 

Sweetwater Landing,  

Rocky River Reservation 

Cleveland Metro Parks 

 

Membership Meeting  

October 3rd, 7 PM 

White Oak Picnic Area 

Bradley Woods Reservation 

Cleveland Metro Parks 

 

BMWMOC Poker Run 

(TBA) 

Check website & calendar 

for details 

 

Membership Meeting  

November 7th, 7 PM 

Panini’s 23800 Detroit Rd  

Westlake 

Directors Meeting  

November 21st 7:00:PM 

Harry Buffalo 

18605 Detroit Ave 

Cleveland 

Membership Meeting  

December 5th, 7 PM 

Harry Buffalo 

18605 Detroit Ave 

Cleveland 

 

BMWMOC Calendar of Events  
*visit www.bmwmoc.org (Calendar) for updated event information or call Marcial Ingal for details 440-799-0444 
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It was supposed 
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sink but the  
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 The Plan: 

The plan was to take a leisurely pace using 2 lane roads and visit some scenic areas during the ride to Sa-
lem, OR.  Route 2 all the way to Glacier, NP then north through Banff and Jasper NPs.  And visit friends and 
family in Seattle and Portland.   Wayne Slepecky was taking a shorter faster route to meet his wife Anna in 
Seattle.  Then do some sightseeing and meet up with me in Salem after the rally. At which time we would 
take the PCH to San Francisco where he and Anna would sightsee and I would visit my daughters nearby.  
Then return by taking Route 50 (the loneliest highway in America).  After starting out, I found the Roger 
Pivonka was taking my route just a few days behind me. 

 

This story does not have any pics, as my camera is still on my bike being transported to Cleveland. 

 

Day 1 Sat July 6th:  Mentor, OH to Gulliver, MI 580 miles. 

Naturally rain along turnpike.  L  Then 90 degrees going up through Mich.  The MAC Bridge was its usual self 
(windy and the good land closed to construction).  Most motels near the MAC was around $120.  Took Route 
2 and found a nice motel (bike in front of room and not Indian owned) for $45!  Muscles were a little sore as I 
had not been riding much.   

 

Day 2 Sun July 7th:   Gulliver, MI to Bemidi, MN 500 miles. 

Big storms coming across the UP.  Maybe I could skirt below the storms on Rt 2?  Traveling by 2-lane is 
slow.  Never stopped for lunch, only gas and rest rooms (10 hours and 500 miles).  Passed through the stu-
pid city of Duluth.  Living in Duluth is like living in an igloo. 60 miles before the temp was 85 deg.  In Duluth 
the temp dropped 30 deg to 55!  Plus add a big bridge with big wind.  Traffic was a bear in Duluth.  One hour 
west of Duluth the temp as in the 80s.  Ordered pizza in the room.  No forks or napkins—jerks! One would 
think that when an order is placed from a motel that they might need a few items.   
 

Day 3 Mon July 8th:  Bemidi, MN to Glendive, MT-- 560 Miles 

Storms approaching route 2, so I dropped down to I-94.   Fast!  No traffic and a 75 MPH speed limit.  Aver-
aged 85 for 3 hours straight.  Around 5 PM some very dark clouds approaching.  Stopped in Glendive, MT.  
Spend nearly an hour trying to get a room. Oil companies book up all the motel rooms. Found a dive just as 
the rain was starting.  This was the hardest rain and hail I have ever seen.  I took a short video which I will 
show at a club meeting.  

 

Day 4 Tue July 9th:   Shelby, MT from Glendive, MT-- 410 miles  

Back to the wonderful 2 lane today.  Had to ride 1 ½ hours to find breakfast (Wolf Point).  70 MPH and few 
trucks.  Weather between 60 and low 70s all day.  Found police in the middle of no where almost hidden in a 
bunker.  Should have taken a picture for our club LEO who indicated that police don’t hide.  Because of yes-
terday’s problem finding a motel, I booked ahead.  Chose Comfort Inn, so much better than Super 8.  Amaz-
ing number of birds, some sort of swallow I think, that can make right angle turns, continue to play chicken 
with me.  I duck  

 

Day 5 Wed July 10th:   Shelby, MT to Radium Hot Springs, BC Canada—350 Miles  

Breakfast at the Comfort Inn at 6 and on the road at 7 AM. Glacier NP is about 90 miles away and I 
wanted to hit it early.  Previous visits to the park has been unimpressive due to the amount of construc-
tion and number of visitors.  Stop and go is just not fun.  On the way to Glacier, I rounded a turn and 
came face to face with a herd of horses.  I think they escaped from some place as they were groomed  
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My one-way trip to the MOA Rally in Salem, OR 

By Larry Cardo 



 

 

and tame.  They finally allowed me to pass.  At 8:30 AM at the park entrance there was no line to enter.  
And no traffic anywhere in the park. I could drive as fast as I wanted.   This is the only way to see this 
park. Leaving the park at 10 AM, the incoming lines were very long and moving at 10 MPH.  Canadian 
boarder crossing was cake.  No line and took 5 minutes total. Had a fine dinner at an Austrian Restau-
rant.  5 Harleys and a Victory were also staying at my motel.  They indicated that the BMW always seem 
fast when being passed.  I told them a secret.  BMWs are not allowed to pass Harleys unless were in 
triple digits.  Some took me serious, I think? 

 

Day 6 Thur July 11th:   Radium Springs, BC to Valemount, BC—310 miles Weather for the day was to 
be 85, so I dressed appropriately knowing that it would warm up.  I kept waiting, waiting and waiting. The 
temp started at 50 and spent most of the day in the 40s.  Banff and Jasper NPs are awesome.  These 
parks extend for almost 200 miles. You can take a picture every 5 minutes.  I decided not to stop fre-
quently and potentially dangerous and to purchase professional pics at the Icefields.  It began to drizzle 
and was cold at the Icefields, so I decided to keep going—forgetting that I was to purchase pics.  Duh!  
Shortly after the Icefields the sky turned BLACK.  I fired up full electrics. Encountered hard rain all the 
way to Jasper.  In Jasper Harley guys were looking like drowned rats, using the rest room hand dryers 
trying to dry their leathers.  Had one hour to go to Valemount, where I planned to stay. Took one hour in 
a hot bath to warm up.  I forgot to contact my credit card companies and one card stopped today.  

 

Day 7 Fri July 12th:   Valemount, BC to Bellingham, WA-- 500 miles 

One pain of being in Canada is the $1.00 per minute phone calls.  I decided to make the USA if I was 
feeling OK.  The scenery for the most part was similar to Jasper/Banff/Glacier.  Rugged mountains, 
some shear rock, others wooded.  Great cloud formations, streams or rivers usually alongside.  Roads in 
perfect condition.  1200 miles of great sweepers, little traffic and not one Cop! J  Had fun with a pack of 
5 Harleys.  They sent the two fastest ones to catch me.  After blowing their doors off about a dozen 
times (122 in 4th gear), I let them pass.  Passes the time.  The day never did warm up—as I had 
planned.  When it did, it would soon fall into the 50s. I crossed the boarder at a small crossing.  Now in-
stead of improving the efficiency of their operation, they now have big signs telling you the wait times (20 
minutes).  Much like TSA.  Had a minor run in with a boarder guard.  After inching forward for 20 min-
utes, I was not in any mood for his stupidity—and had to tell him.  Got a cheap motel ($55.80).  Poor 
room and loud drunks till early morning.  I need to raise my standards. 

 

Day 8 Sat July 13th:   Bellingham, WA to Road to Mt Rainier -- 250 miles 

After 7 days of light or non-existent traffic—Seattle reminded me that I was back in shit.  Seattle traffic 
was horrible and on a Sat morning.  Plus cops were everywhere.  This mornings target was a torpedo 
museum in Keyport, WA.  In a past life I worked at a company that produced torpedoes for the Navy.  
Timing was perfect and almost drove right on to the ferry.  Met a nice group of Harley guys on the ferry.  
The museum was identical as to my last 2 visits—may not visit again. Not feeling 100% today.  Nothing I 
can put my finger on.  Sort of light headed?  Needed to take I-5 for a short distance.  Grid lock both north 
and south.  Seattle/Tacoma has bad traffic, much like LA. Stopped for the night short of Mt. Rainier NP.  
Spoke with Roger P tonight.  He is taking my route up through Banff and Jasper  

My one-way trip to the MOA Rally in Salem, OR (cont’d) 
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My one-way trip to the MOA Rally in Salem, OR (cont’d) 

Day 9 Sun July 14th:   Mt Rainier to Mt St Helens to near Portland, OR-- 420 miles 

Weather and visibility was perfect to view these majestic mountains.  Rode north of Mt Rainier to 
Yakima, WA.  Then returned via the south side on a very technical tight mountain road.  Great!  Off to Mt 
St Helens via I-5 again.  What wonderful scenery and museums.  Found a cheap (Econolodge) motel 
$55.  No restaurant nearby.  Ordered pizza in the room.  Spoke with Wayne tonight.  His ride is also go-
ing well.      

 

Day 10 Mon July 15th:   Portland to Spruce Goose to Portland , OR-- 150 miles 

 

Visited the Howard Hughes Spruce Goose Museum.  This is located in the town of McMinnville, OR.  
And it should be on everyone’s bucket list.  A fabulous collect of WW I and WW II planes. They now 
have a 3D Imax theater.  Spent nearly 3 hours at the museum.  Not 100% again today.  Resting pulse 
rate was 110 BPM.  Had dinner in Portland with my wonderful granddaughter Erika.  A fabulous evening.  

 

Day 11 Tue July 16th:   Portland to Salem, OR-- 40 miles 

 

I thought the distance was greater.   Arrived in Salem at 11 AM and my motel room was not ready.  
Thus, a perfect time to wash clothes.  Tomorrow is the MOA leadership conference for local clubs.  I am 
looking forward to attending.  Resting pulse has been high all day (>100 to 150), along with tiredness.  
Rested all evening. Will contact my cardiologist in morning:  A) Should I be concerned?  B) Should I visit 
the ER?  C) Is there any meds you can prescribe?  

 

Day 12 Wed July 17th:   Salem, OR 

 

6:30 AM.  Cardiologist suggested I get to local ER.  Not sure what to do with bike, so I called 911.  On 
the way to the ER, I was diagnosed with A-fib and started on meds.  After 3 hours in ER and pumped full 
of meds, they declared me OK to leave.  I took a cab to rent a car.  Then attended the last ½ of the 
Leadership Conference.  The conference wasn’t too much about local clubs and their problems, but 
more about the MOA and their problems and goals.  The MOA has lost about 8000 members in the last 
5 years (39,000 to 31,000). Their goal for next year is to add 5000 members.  Good luck!  They are ask-
ing for ideas as to how they can provide more value to members.  I said they can attend my seminar to-
morrow to get some of those answers. 

 

Day 13 Wed July 17th:   Salem, OR 

I was not feeling 100% again.  But wanted to present the seminar I had prepared for. I dragged my pres-
entation stuff to the conference room.  I knew I was not in good physical condition.  The seminar was 
attended by about 30 interested MOA members.  I did not recognize any MOA officers’.  Hoping some of 
the attendees would carry the message, in addition to the safety issues, I focused on areas where the 
MOA is lax.  Motorcycle safety other than training (camp gears of their training simulators).  No involve-
ment is highway MC safety issues.  And I felt they were too cozy with BMW.  I did not read about rear 
drive, timing chain nor clutch basket failures in Owners News. Nor the gag order if owners accept out of 
warranty compensation.  Hopefully some one will carry the torch?  I met Roger P at the seminar and we 
had a junk food lunch.  Roger helped me carry luggage that I was shipping home, as I knew I was not 
going to be able to ride the bike home.  I drove to my motel and again called 911.   
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My one-way trip to the MOA Rally in Salem, OR (cont’d) 

Thu 

  

Fri 

11:15 

AM 

  

8 : 3 0 

AM 

12:15 

PM 

  
9:30 

AM 

  

  
Outer 
Circle 

Pavilion 

  

  

Unsafe US 
Highways for 

Motorcycles 
Larry Cardo 

Unsafe highways for motorcyclists have many 
economical and practical solutions—but no one 
is representing motorcyclists!  Unsafe issues 
include Deer Overpopulation, Truck Tire Car-
casses, Edge Traps During Repaving, Slippery 
White/Yellow Lines, Slippery Tar Snakes, and 
more.  Mr. Cardo's career was fixing quality is-
sues in the Aerospace Industry.  Those same 
skills are now applied to improving the motor-
cycle riding environment.  This seminar will ad-
dress the dangers and propose solutions for 
each issue, as well as hopefully provide a cata-
lyst for action by motorcyclist organizations.  

 

Day 14 Thursday, Fri & Sat July 17, 18 and 19th Salem, OR 

 

Mostly a blur, as I was admitted to the hospital.  Multiple IVs.  Many meds.  The hospital was not 
able to bring me out of my A-fib condition.  But they doped me up enough to travel safely to Cleve-
land and the Cleveland Clinic.  Candi flew out to Salem to assist me with my safe return. Med-Jet 
was returning my bike, but they were no assistance what ever in getting me back to Cleveland. I 
need to further research all the excuses they gave me.  Buyer beware.   

 

Day 17 Sunday July 20th  

Candi and I flew back to Cleveland via Los Vegas (long flight).  Poor Candi has to push a wheel 
chair through every airport.  

 

Day 18 at July 27 status:   

Home and on meds to keep prevent A-fib. Sort of like a zombie.  Mid August I plan to have some 
surgery to hopefully provide a permanent fix.  Roger P was last heard from riding Bear Tooth pass 
and Chief Joseph Highway.  Wayne and Anna headed south to Napa and San Francisco.   A lousy 
end to an almost perfect trip.  

 

[Update for CCN Editor] 

Getting better each day. No more procedures.   I haven't driven a car yet,  but drove the MC home 
from Dales yesterday.  It felt good.  I haven't unpacked the bike (camera) yet.  I will take a look to-
day.   
 
Larry  
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Riding the Trans Labrador Highway 

By Wally Gingerich 

I had been wanting to ride the Trans Labrador Highway (TLH) for several years and finally this turned out to 
be the year. This ride is all about the road – the recently completed (2009) road traversing 700 miles across 
Labrador from Labrador City on the west to L’Anse-au-Claire on the Atlantic coast. Labrador is sparsely 
populated and the TLH goes on for miles through undeveloped wilderness with only an occasional car or 
truck to be seen. 

Although much of the road is still gravel it will be completely paved in the near future, thus the urgency to ride 
it soon. I’ve always liked riding in remote parts of North America, and Labrador qualifies in my book as re-
mote. The fact that the road is still mainly gravel and fairly rough in sections added to the adventure of this 
trip. 

I rode out to Maine to meet my longtime friend and riding buddy Paul Wilson who joined me on the ride. We 
were both on GS’s – he a 2009 and me on my 2001. From Maine we rode north to Matane in Quebec Prov-
ince where we ferried across the St. Lawrence River and 
headed north through Quebec Province to Labrador City, the 
official start of the TLB.  

Labrador City with a population of 7,000 (a large town by Lab-
rador standards) is home to a huge iron ore mining operation. 
Most services, including motels and restaurants, were avail-
able here. From Labrador City we took highway 500 east to 
Churchill Falls, a town owned by Nalcor Operations who built 
the dam across the Churchill River to create one of the world’s 
largest generating facilities. The only accommodations in town 
are operated by Nalcor and we had to reserve our room in 
January to guarantee a bed for the night. This was a chilly day 
with temperatures near freezing and snow flurries off and on. 

We continued on the next day 
to Happy Valley-Goose Bay, 
home of a World War II Cana-
dian air base and the other 
“large” town in Labrador. Full 
services available here. Trucks 
could kick up a lot of dust, but 
most drivers slowed down and 
gave us a wide berth. Not so 
the locals in pickups who drove 
like they were in the Dakar!  

From Happy Valley-Goose Bay 
we picked up route 510, the 
recently completed section of 
the TLH, and rode east to route 
530 which we took north to 
Cartwright. This was our long-
est day on the TLH at 255 
miles with no services along 
the way. It took us 8 hours to 
complete, including a fueling 
stop (we carried extra gas) and 
breaks every hour or so to rest. 
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Riding the Trans Labrador Highway 

Cartwright was a native fishing village of about 500 people. Accommodations here were the most basic of the 
trip, but we did find a bed in a run-down motel after discovering that the hotel at which we had made reserva-
tions had burned to the ground in February!  

The next day we headed south on 530 out along the Atlantic 
coast past some early fishing and whaling settlements to Red 
Bay, a picturesque village and site of a large Basque whaling 
operation founded in the 1530’s. The gravel portion of the TLH 
ended in Red Bay, and we set up the tripod to take our photo 
to document our achievement. It is still hard to put into words 
the feelings we experienced at that moment – it had been a 
memorable ride and we both felt an enormous sense of accom-
plishment. 

From Red Bay we continued south on 510 to L’Anse-au-Claire 
in the very southeast corner of Labrador, the eastern terminus 
of the TLH.  

We were introduced to a variety of types of gravel road. Much 
of the road was hard pack gravel with lose stones or larger size 

rocks here and there and we found we could comfortably do 40-50 mph on those roads. 

The last 50 miles of the road from Port Hope Simpson to Red Bay were the most difficult to ride – locals even 
complained about driving their four-wheelers on that stretch. The hard pack was covered with an inch or two 
of a powdery mix of sand left over from the winter and pulverized rocks that had been put on the roadbed a 
year earlier. The bikes moved around under us looking for a solid footing and not really finding any, making 
for some exciting moments! More than ever we found the key was to keep a relaxed grip on the bars and let 
the bike find its way, which it managed to do without fail. Stand-
ing on the pegs really helped – it kept the center of gravity lower 
and it was easier to let the bike move around under us.  We had 
a few close calls, but both of us managed to keep our bikes up-
right the entire trip! 

For our route home we ferried across the Strait of Belle-Isle to 
Newfoundland and rode down along the ruggedly scenic north-

ern peninsula to Channel-Port-aux Basques 
and the ferry that took us across the Cabot 
Strait to North Sydney, Nova Scotia. Two 
days of riding through Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick brought us back to the U.S. 
The total mileage from Cleveland was right 
around 4200 miles. 
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This trip and the one I took last year to James Bay qualify as two of the best I have taken. This section of 
North America is one of the least developed parts of the continent that is reachable by road, and is an oppor-
tunity to interact with native settlements and a way of life that is rapidly disappearing. Although the highway 
will probably be entirely paved in another 2-3 years, further development is not likely over the next several 
decades for the simple reason there is no industry or means of income other than the large ore mine and the 
hydro installations. As a result, the TLH will continue to provide adventure off the beaten track for years to 
come, and it is reachable in two good days from Cleveland (1,000 miles).   

                        Highly Recommended! 

 

For more photos and narrative go to http://gingerich.net/
home/motorcycling/trips/trans-labrador-highway-2013/ 

Riding the Trans Labrador Highway 
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For Sale!For Sale!For Sale!For Sale!    

I have a new pair of Cortech Woman’s textile pants. These are made by Tour Master, waterproof, brand 
new. I bought them for my daughter and they are a little too small. Tag says Woman’s size 8/10  

  
Troy Todd 

330-921-9364 

troy_2k3@hotmail.com  

For Sale!For Sale!For Sale!For Sale!    For Sale!For Sale!For Sale!For Sale!    

From Robin Bova,From Robin Bova,From Robin Bova,From Robin Bova,    

A good friend is selling all of his bikes due to health reasons.  

 '99 Ducati 900 Monster.... $5K 

'69 BMW conversion/Ural sidecar......$8K 

'95 BMW R1100RS.......$5K 

Any interest--call for details, we'll talk. 

Clyde Pratt 
Kirkwood, NY 
607-222-4421 

qwak27@yahoo.com 

 



 

 

 
 

Aug. 7, 2013     

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Media contact: Grant Parsons 
Phone: (614) 856-1900, ext. 1199 

E-mail: gparsons@ama-cycle.org  

 

U.S. agency admits demand for ethanolU.S. agency admits demand for ethanolU.S. agency admits demand for ethanolU.S. agency admits demand for ethanol----gasoline fuel not as high as anticipatedgasoline fuel not as high as anticipatedgasoline fuel not as high as anticipatedgasoline fuel not as high as anticipated 

PICKERINGTON, Ohio -- The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said that demand for ethanol-related 
fuel probably isn't enough to meet the requirements of federal law and changes may need to be made next 
year, the American Motorcyclist Association reports.  
In a regulatory announcement released Aug. 6, "EPA Finalizes Renewable Fuel Standards," the EPA said 
that for 2014 "the ability of the market to consume ethanol in higher blends such as E85 is highly constrained 
as a result of infrastructure- and market-related factors. EPA does not currently foresee a scenario in which 
the market could consume enough ethanol sold in blends greater than E10, and/or produce sufficient vol-
umes of non-ethanol biofuels to meet the volumes of total renewable fuel and advanced biofuel as required 
by statute for 2014. Therefore, EPA anticipates that in the 2014 proposed rule we will propose adjustments to 
the 2014 volume requirements, including the advanced biofuel and total renewable fuel categories."  

 
The AMA has repeatedly expressed concerns to government officials and federal lawmakers about possible 
damage to motorcycle and ATV engines caused by the inadvertent use of a new ethanol fuel blend called 
E15, which is 15 percent ethanol and 85 percent gasoline by volume. None of the estimated 22 million motor-
cycles and all-terrain vehicles in use is approved for E15, and its use can even void manufacturer's warran-
ties.  Wayne Allard, AMA vice president for government relations, applauded the EPA announcement "For 
motorcyclists, this means that if the EPA rolls back on the volume of E15-and-higher ethanol-gasoline blends 
that must be produced, then there may be greater opportunities to fill up our gas tanks and cans with E10 
and even E0 fuel," he said. "Only one E15 test has been done by the EPA, and we have asked that motorcy-
cles and ATVs be part of an independent scientific study into the effects of E15 on engines."  
 
E10 has 10 percent ethanol and is common around the country. E0, which is much less common, has no 
ethanol.  
 
"We are pleased that the EPA recognizes that market and other factors play a role in how much ethanol refin-
ers can put in gasoline and make a profit," Allard said. "It really doesn't do much good to have laws and rules 
telling refiners to create volumes of ethanol-gasoline blends that consumers won't buy."  

 
Allard cautioned that this announcement applies to 2014 volume requirements.  
The EPA announcement further stated: "We expect that in preparing the 2014 proposed rule, EPA will esti-
mate the available supply of cellulosic biofuel and advanced biofuel volumes, assess the ethanol blendwall 
and current infrastructure and market-based limitations to the consumption of ethanol in gasoline-ethanol 
blends above E10, and then propose to establish volume requirements that are reasonably attainable in light 
of these considerations and others as appropriate."  

 

Ethanol is essentially grain alcohol produced from crops that is mixed with gasoline to produce an ethanol-
gasoline blend motor fuel. In October 2010, the EPA approved the use of E15 in model year 2007 and newer 
light-duty vehicles (cars, light-duty trucks and medium-duty passenger vehicles). Then, in January 2011, the 
EPA added model year 2001-06 light-duty vehicles to the approved list. No motorcycles or all-terrain vehicles 
are approved for E15 use.  
 
"We encourage Congress and the EPA to continue to work towards a long-term solution to ensure safe ac-
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The BMWMOC is Chartered Club #196 
with both the BMWMOA and the 
BMWRA International organizations.    

access to fuels for motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles," Allard said. "The first step is for federal lawmakers to 
support an independent, scientific study into the effects of E15 on motorcycle and ATV engines because of 
the possibility of motorcyclists and ATV riders inadvertently putting E15 into their gas tanks when the fuel be-
comes more widely available. 
 
"We also urge AMA members, the motorcycling community and all concerned citizens to contact their federal 
lawmakers soon and ask them to support this type of research."  
 
To contact your lawmakers, go to www.americanmotorcyclist.com/rights/ and click on "Issues & Legislation."  

About the American Motorcyclist Association 

Founded in 1924, the AMA is a not-for-profit member-based association whose mission is to promote the mo-
torcycle lifestyle and protect the future of motorcycling. As the world's largest motorcycling rights and event 
sanctioning organization, the AMA advocates for riders' interests at all levels of government and sanctions 
thousands of competition and recreational events every year. The AMA also provides money-saving dis-
counts on products and services for its members. Through the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame in Pickerington, 
Ohio, the AMA honors the heroes and heritage of motorcycling. For more information, visit 
www.americanmotorcyclist.com  

If man evolved from monkeys and apes. . . why do we still have monkeys and apes? 

 

If a man is standing in the middle of the forest speaking and there is no woman around to 
hear him. . . is he still wrong? (yes!)  

 

Why don't sheep shrink when it rains? (say that three times fast!) 

 

What was the best thing before sliced bread?  
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“Lots of very challenging twisties. Roads line the crests of rolling hills ... an amusement park for 
sport and sport touring bikes. NOT a novice road. One should attempt this road with extreme con-
centration. Road conditions are fast with little traffic.”  (motorcycleroads.com) 

 

That’s legendary Triple Nickel ride as described motorcycleroads.com. Does it sound like a ride 
you’d like to take? Then set aside Saturday, September 14, for an all-day club ride on some of 
Ohio’s best motorcycle roads. We’ll take the Triple Nickel south of Zanesville to SR 550 at Bartlett 
and then head west on SR 329 to Glouster where we’ll take SR 78, an Ohio Scenic Byway, north-
east to Bristol. At Bristol we’ll turn north onto SR 284, Big Muskie Drive, and get back on I70 and 
head home. The ride will include a lunch stop at Kassler’s Country Kitchen in Amesville, and a sight-
seeing stop at the Big Muskie Bucket in Bristol. The Big Muskie was the world’s largest single scoop 
digging machine with a bucket large enough to accommodate two Greyhound busses side by side! 

 

This will be a 400 mile all-day ride, leaving Bob Evans at Rockside Road and I77 at 8 AM sharp, 
and returning around 5 PM. More details, including map and GPS route, to follow on bmwmoc.org.  

See you Saturday, September 14! 

 

The Triple Nickel Ride (September 14th!) 

By Wally Gingerich 
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What our members Go & Do! 
Photo credits to BMWMOC Members 
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Silly Signs and our Great Advertiser/Supporters 


